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Jb 1930 mBajrr oaaiatod Btetotr WIW la pwawSa fi* * ’ : 

■fee ef U» tapir* Coni taw. to »3S **“ •■£ * 

to Panther Cmk for ooal purchased be began pressing CBQB& ¥, SOLO- f 
Hy for his share In the proofed* frow the toqplre Kin*, KL8B0FT did ? 

.1 *.» . j_\-a ■■* iLtaiWtota /WtoV #a* fK* roi w » Ks» s to# ‘ - ‘ v * 

ttOt OCDUIBl W a»»fc * v * ~~ r*~ ; ~ ^ 

1938* Panther Creek finally agreed t«o accept ft 91*1* of line $ - ~ 
against certain cu*to*ers for AddLtifinal **1* price cl*5^wste_'_ . 

•mb pro ▼!* ion of the Sstlonsl Bituadnous Cosl Act of 1937 for $4642*66, 

—14 mmA mm f Wn f of MPt of the SSOtKlt due free 
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Kine B Kd «l*o to silo* KLSaDlT $1650,00 for Ms Sh*r* of to* l^xire 
transection* Hr* SDffSCR sdrised tost It Appeared to M* that a . 

loss was attained ef the total of th* two ud«w, ns**ly f6292*«>, I 

-■»tho— v *— * ~culd not locate the entry oharging tbs swouat of $4642*66] 

from the suspense accomt to * lose account, Hr, BOBB ** 1, V* sramra 
ADVISED TBiT ALTBOOGH THE SLSHDFT business *as handled by his brotWr, 
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otdt bearing ooal fro* Ptotbsr Creek vas beoauss Pntter 
Creek did not want his’ business after be failed to psy Ms seoowt 
currently. It l» noted, however, th»t ILSHDJT bad entered Into m 
aareewnt with Peabody In January 1938, which fro* to* facta appears 
to have been prior to say of his difficulties with Panther Creek, 

Hr, SIMPS®, after consulting daily saolfette of sale* advised 
that KLS90PF was allowed a 25 cent per ton discount on oar-load ooal* 
to further advised that out of this 25 cent* KLSBOJP bad to pey th* 
sales tax on ooal not sold for rs-^ais. If toe salsa teat wore at w 
rate of 6 oents per ton, tbs not discount to B59DPF would have boon 
about 19 cents par ten* Considering that this ooal was selling at go ut 
so 00 nor ten at t>*« tiae tbs percentage of discount wotCLd be apprott- 
Mtsly 9 «, a* ootuparwd to *> at rsaoocy* « is **>*»*•« wu, «»v ~— 
coyutaticoa ar# *ado without benefit of reviewing Mine S or Peabody 
books. 
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Mr. KEEP advised that Peabody bad bongbt ooal from and aoM 
*eaX to the Mina 8 Coal Coapany aa wall aa tha Panther Oraak Minaa* 
fcc. In yaara prior to 1937 in relatively stop- ajaaawa* 
transact ions took placa when «• ctaw aaa t^rartly ^oaad do« 
orlackad coal of a specified aiaa to fill to order todbad *1 r * ly 
m one of tha other coapanlea to obtain the necessary °®J^_ 
itatad that aa far aa he au concerned and a a xar aa ae a 1 ** ** 
question of what Ttaloa was the bargaining agent at a 
had any effect on whether one operator would aell to another operator. 

Mr. EKED advieed that after the passage of ths 
lot£> a tin an an board waa aet up for Illinois which was 
#10 wider the Act. This Board which waa ©ailed the Producers Boardj 
was established in 1936 »d cowpoaed of^itoelf 

of fiailroad Shipping Mlnsa, c. a. *>»**» 7 r-r 

of Truckers Minea, «d HIT KatUTOSCM aa iwprssenUtiwof^wio*^ 

wloyeea. Thia board aet frequently ^*^8 ^937 *©J i?5etatiw*Ia- ' 

22SX SS^"dl“S? Mlllnl. 

Mr. reed stated that he prsauned that he thereafter got in toweb 
with KL5HDFF to try to aell bin brokerage ooal. 
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It is noted in each of the three ywn that the wasiwxw idle 
ti» waa in the suwser wet he, end the *L*i*aa in the winter nenthe. 
It ie noted that the average idle tine per nine rented firon a _Mgh 
of ifcl dare In July to e low of 5 deye in Deserter 1937* Mm will be 
pointed oat, K59DF? began negotiating with Peabody la Peoerter 1937* 
nd b#g*n ooiQ. Ixv JtoMry WSi* *r* ** &y ,# * v w 

atudona to eell eoal to US 3017 or anyone elee eo that the nines 
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ILSaoPF ©ane to bin on Decerter 28, 1937 to diecaee purchasing ooal _ 
from Peabody. ELSaOTF gave no reaeon for switching flpon Panther Creek 
to Peabody. Mr. SEED etated be knew KLSBOFF was baying eoal fkoa 
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It, F*?p advised that on Jenuaiy 12, 1938 he wade SX&HDPP 
the following propoaition which waa accepted* 


1* Cb sales to Bailroada, Peabody would allow USHDFf a discount 
of tf of the selling price plus 6$ cents per ton to cover 
the state sales tax, which KS3D7F had to pay* the sales ' 
mHa* n. tta price to the customer. MX this ties. Me. 
jnren stated tte sale price to Bailroada ranged fk-on $2.00 
to $2,15 per ten. 

On ealea to ©netonere other than railroads, Peabody would 
allow KLSHOFF 8JC of the selling price, plus 5i cents per 
ten. It. E BED etated that the allowance for sales tax 
was reduced fro* 6$ to 5i cents per ton be causa this eoal 
was selling for abort $1.90 per. ten* .? v-i> 
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fan fcrrsngenaat waa nede whereby Peabody woiild 

sftss* ssres %55 rt s J 

actually paid by Peabody waa deducted frow the tales 

Chicago Mail Bailroad, bows™*, ^hi* 

— .rr«X+-»^ tK-t, Wabash 1 U the only one Of USoDrTsi custonars e»* 

direct. B. MM th»t tt. MU .f KSHDWS MM 

waa with Wabaeh* 

Mr. HEED adrUed that the i*™**^ 9 /**^^^ 
continued tctU loweeber 6, 1939 *t which tine the following changes 

were wade ; 

X. C fa eales to Bailroad where 

accotnt and paid the eales t*x, HffiPF F waa Alowed 

a flat 10 cents per ton* 

On sales to railroada where ELSBOPT carried th e 
acootnt and paid the ealea tax* Peabody alloee 
hi* 8* of tin eales price to the cuetoeere. 

2* (fa all aales except to Bailroeda, Peabody allowed 
UsaOFF 8* of the sales prioe with e srtrtwu w net 
eoneieslan of 10 esnts per to©* 

It will be noted that no allowance was md» tat nalns 
tax Is any of the price arrangewenta entered into ^ 
■oeeaber 6, 1939. It will be farther noted that - 
this date ie also ths date fens B re-opened. 

Mr. HEED explained that the cowaiaeicn 

ILSHOFF waa reduced at this ti*e became J ?£Z£i ^E 

pose of all ita coal without telling any of ^ through 
related that telling coal to ILSHOFF waa beneficial to Peabody when ths 
wket waa slow, seen though Peabody did not snfaeany *^*I/* X 1 j 

STu ?Ss be nim, be Mid, waa the «jrt» of being a^e £<*«£• V 

ST* higher capacity than would bare been poeeible witbo^ the nalee , \ 
to ILSHOFF, When the Market picked ^ there waa no Igg**** 
necessity to ssll Sal*^ lolfby Peabody to ILSHOFF 

SETC-W*? to Nr* HEED nil tm-cti*. were 
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D aar Sir i 

Reference is *de to Bureau letter dated September *4, 1*48 
in the above eaptioned matter, and particularly to the part requesting 
a re-interview irith IIAItt HIGHER in aoo or dance with the ■eaorandun tor 
~the Director dated September 25, 1*45 submittedpjby Mr, TOM c * 

A ai| m4^AV>* afc<fcon**y General, leoessary and^Artinent information is eelQC 
furnished to the San Franoieoo Office ^$Tt>e^ooplo» nf-^ thi*^^^4 

jhe Tve-oieco Office *! attention is oalled/l2> thA-repow 

ef fineoial k^W/lKKKtKBM San Franoisoo, California* feted 
September 10, 1945, HIRSH? an interview with MARTIN , 

Regional Direotor. In your referenced report it is set o& that KASIEfi 
had no connection with the*fcine B matter hut did oondua* e» i^veett- 
ration in connection with the/fcine A matter. As a re*u£t_of the informa- 
tion furnished in your report, additional investigation at the m.fc«K*m* 
Thirteenth Region* Chicago* Illinois, developed a fll e ^n o ocaeotion ^ 
with the Mine A matter. The information contained in thet^file la 
within the scope of instant investigation. For the assistance of the 
San Franoisoo Qffioe, there are transmitted herewith photostat!® e©*-*®* 
reporting the pertinent information contained in the Thirteenth Region 
N.L.R.B. file number XIII C-1666. mjjjrrrvo ’ ~ ‘ 


42. 


tq 


-W 


The Department requests that MAiaih wAffUun be J 

•ad asked to oonfir® the fact* which are set out in 

to the Board covering hie negotiations with subjects BLS3GFF and EDJOTDSOf. 
All of his memoranda contained in the Thirteenth Region file are inoluded 
in the photostats transmiooea n.r*wi«. - , s „ 

to HAGNER's statement in his memorandum of November 1* 1*41 that "Vb«i 
ELSHOFF first purohased the assets of Mine A he hoped to mine ^e meam 
of eoal in Mine A from Mine B.* The statement in the r*°^*«* - 

Hr« tiro that nu>su*r utmt*** — — — - 

emdlr any oirouaetanoes to hire any of the former msployees of Mins A ^ 
since he had not taken over a corporation but had marely purohased »« 



10 ■ HD u* u UVV W P ■ • I ■ ^ M — - _ *- 

the aseete of the corporation, * is also sailed to your attentions^ 
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Of significance is a statement made by WAGNER in hiB memorandum of October 4 , 

1941 that "EDMUNDS ON stated that these employees undoubtedly were afraid that 
ELSHOFF would mine his newly acquired property through Mine B," and that "To 
avoid this they came to him and signed applications for membership in the 
U.K.N.A." The Department feels that it is apparent that ED?AniDSOSJ * s contentions 
in this regard were hypooritioal in view of his knowledge that he and LEWIS were 
advancing $. 60,000 to enable ELSHOFF to purohase the mine. The Department hopes 
that Mr. WAGNER’s recolleotions of exact conversations can be refreshed by his 
reading of the photostatic copies of his memoranda transmitted herewith. 

For the information of the San Franoisoo Offioe, practically all of 
the miners employed at Mine A at the time of the seasonal shut down in the 
spring of 1941 were interviewed. As a result of these mass interviews it 
appears that a vast majority of the miners employed at Mine A were in favor of 
the P.K.A. Union and had no desire to switch to U.M.W, It further appears that 
there was no particular controversy, and the subject of a switoh from P.M.A. to 
U.K.Yi. was never discussed among the miners until after CARL H, ELSHOFF purchased 
Mine A on September 4, 1941. It appears that immediately after September 4, 1941 
a number of meetings were held by the Mine A employees, and In the oourse of 
these meetings they came to the conclusion that they would save their Jobs only 
by switching their affiliations to U.K.YV. On Sunday, September 14, 1941 the 
majority of the employees of Mine A voted to Join U»M. W, On the same date, 
EDMFDSON swore in the offioers of the new U*M.Vf» looal and called ELSHOPF to 
his office where ELSHOFF immediately agreed to sign a olosed shop contract with 
U.M.V*. for the operation of Mine A. The aotual signing of the contract was 
deferred until after midnight inasmuch as ELSHOFF did not want to sign a con- 
tract on Sunday. A few days later the operation of Mine A actually ooramenoed. 

It appears that after ELSHOFF’ s purchase of the mine a well-planned 
strategy was put into effect wherein rumors were oiroulated among the miners to 
the effect that since Mine A and Mine B were oonneoted, and since it was pos- 
sible to take coal out of Mine A through Mine B, that unless the miners at 
Mine A Joined U.M.Yi. they would not be employed when the mine reopened. They 
were led to believe that if the mine did not open U.M.W, that the coal of 
Mine A would be taken out by U .H.77, miners from Mine B through the Mine B 
shaft . 


The information set out above concerning the results of interviews 
with miners of Mine A is furnished for the confidential information of the S an 
Franoisoo Office, and MARTIN WAGNER should not be advised of the results of the 
Bureau investigation in connection with this matter. However, he should be 
thoroughly reinterviewed in addition to the request set out above, to ascertain 
the results of his investigation in connection with this matter. It is noted 
that WAGNER’S investigation was made after Mine A opened and after the member- 
ship switch from P.M.A. to U.H.W.A. 


Director 
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As a natter of 1 background, it is stated that ELSHOFF commenced 


negotiations with WILLIM^RYAK, operator of Mine A, looking toward the 
purohase of Mine A in April, 1941, whioh, it is noted, was shortly after 
ELSHOPF had negotiated a closed shop agreement with U.ii.W. at Mine B, The 
negotiations with RYAN resulted in the purchase of thd assets of Mine A 
and the acquisition of the unexpired portion of the lease on this mine on 
September 4, 1941. However, the designation of ELSHOFF as the purchaser 
of Mine A was in reality a fiotion inasmuch as the $60,000 purohase price 
was advanced directly to KYA1I by EDirJlTQ^EUHKE, an Attorney for U.M.YJ. 

BURKE subsequently retained title to the assets of Mine A eubjeot to an 


October, 1941, Mine k was owned by BURKE in his oapacity of Attorney for U.M.W. 
and this fact was, of oourse, well known to both ELSHOPF and EDMONDSON, It 
is noted that the above facts are inconsistent with ELSHOFF'a statement to 
ViAGHER as indicated in his memorandum dated November 1, 1941, to the effect 

a A. IT 5 T C ~zr: . ^ avic T 1.t ^ Vai^V.4- a a^+-o 4 a e o a 4^ e tx n A nrkarni r\ »**•*■+• 4 nw 

tij^a v , * |/oi iit*u vvi -a -m uo -4\u <wtu v* 

of a lease of Fine A, and had in turn leased these assets to the Mine B Coal 
Company, which was then operating Mine A, 


matter is that ELSHOFF, an employer, conspired with EDMUHDSOIi and other 
officials of U.M.W. to deprive the employees of Mine A of their rights under 
the National Labor Relations Act. 


he may be able to reoall concerning his conversations with ELSHOFF, EDL5JKBS0II, 

and any other persons he may have interviewed be recorded. However, it is 

requested that Iftf-GNER be asked the following specifio questions) 

1. Did ELSHOPF indicate whether he or OSCA^ALCETTI, his 
Superintendent* had indicated to any of the former employees of Mine A that 
he hoped to mine the seam of coal in Mine A from Mine B7 


former employees of Mine A concerning the belief that he was not obligated 
to hire any of the former employees of Mine A since he had not taken over a 
corporation but had merely purchased some of the assets of the corporation! 


to operate Mine A through its own shaft if the former employees of line A 
had not switched affiliations from P*M*A* to U»1UV*? 


J?3 



In general, the point to be proved in connection with the Mine A 



2. Did ELSHOPF indicate whether he or FALCETTI had advised any 


S. Did ELSHOFF indioate to "WAGNER whether he would have deolined 



director 
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4. It i£ noted that EDIRGIDSOH stated to TNAGSEH that the employees 
of Mine A were undoubtedly afraid that ELSHOF? would mine his newly acquired 
property through Mine B, and that to avoid this they cams to him and signed 
applications for membership in the U.M.'i7*A. WAG!JER Bhould be asked if 
ED'IT'DSCF explained why the Mine A employees undoubtedly had this fear, and 
also whether DSOF explained why the Mine A employees felt that they 

could correct the situation by ooming to him and signing applications for 
membership in the L.M.k.A* YJAGIIHE should also be asked whether ED5KNDS0N 
indicated that he or any other U.M.A, official fostered any propaganda which 
would lead the Mine A employees to believe that Mine A would be operated if 
they signed up with U*H.V. r * 

5* *ilAG should be asked whether he inquired of either EDMUSDSON 
or uLSHCFF to determine whether U •K»W* had any financial interest in Mine A* 

If WAJFER. did not male such inquiries he should be asked whether either 
ED irjr:^S0:r or ELSHOFF volunteered any information indicating that the assets of 
Mine A were in fact owned by U.K.7.'. through BlIRKE , their Attorney. 


6. If ViAKrUH indicates that he had no information concerning the 
ownership of the assets of Mine A by U.U.7. he should be asked whether the 
possession of such information at the time of his investigation would have mad© 
any difference in his official actions concerning the matter. 


In the event that Mr. ViAS-IER'e memory is substantially refreshed as 
the result of the interview and he is able to furnish any probative information 
that information should be reduced If at all possible and practicable to a 
signed statement. 

In view of the fact that the Springfield Division has only two 
copies of the enclosure transmitted herewith, it is specially requested that 
the enclosure transmitted herewith be returned with the San Francisco report 
to the Springfield Field Division* 


I wish to again point out the extreme urgency and the expeditious 
nature of the investigation requested of the San Francisco office in this 
letter, particularly because of the possibility of Grand Jury action in the 


-L ri t « m* ^>n. J X IS m H ^ 

OBLU rrn.uvi.ouu xo ouvjw. v 


4-V, 4 e mA 
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A.V.A.S.D., nine oopiea to the Bureau, and four to the Springfield Division, 
not later than October 5, 1943, 


co San Tranoisco (enc.) 

44-18 

AMASD 


Very truly your a. 



FRED 
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FBI PITTSBURGH 9-22-43 

✓Director and sac springfield 

(p __ 

ADEPT* URGENT. JOHN L LEWIS, ETAL, CR AND BY* 


Mr. »*«** 

M. J TiflLZB 

Mr. N#*p* — 
MIm 

! TVtrfwp, 

DENIES 




TO HAVE 


AS NO 



OVERHEARING ELSKOFF LEAVING INSTRUCTIONS) 

— - - ~ *rr\ ri cwnrrQ ArnniTNT. 

EDPIUNXJSUT+ EJ-LLJL^ WftflHULY AV — — 

KNOWLEDGE OF ANY RELATIONSHIP MMi EXlSTINlMrcTWED 

ur on Trurc THAT ■HMHH FORMER flHHHHHHHHBHHBV 

JVL ■ 1 ■ — — ■ 

IS IN A POSITION 

INFORMATION ON flHHB INSTANT CASE. 

TODAY AND CAN BE INTERVIEWED AT FOUR, THIRTY PM. , 

COULD GIVE NO INFORMATION IN ADDITION TO THAT PREVIOUSLY GIVEN TO AGENT 




OF PITTSBURGH EXCEPT THAT 




Tw^^^nineteen THIRTYEICKT.HE HEifftTl 4tli3tO>l ^fe - *T- KANSAS 

. ..... 


CITY, MO., AT THE NATIONAL RELATION $ BOARD FROMJ 
UMVA WHO SPOKE FROM JOHN L LEWIS OFFICE. 


SAID LEWIS WAS 


, „ M < TERE&TffiOlN THE ALSTON COAL CASE BUT NO irilNG ELS! 

'-&£%%*> TTtL 

^ A V. * c O . 

^ / y* A/jj XXX/ T * CJ ^ ^ ^ "r 
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PAGE TWO 
WAS MENTIONED, 


IS IN PITTSBURGH TODAY AND CAN BE REACHED Hi 

WAS NOT ADVISED 


AT FOUR THIRTY PM FOR INTERVIEW IF DESIRED. 

THAT HE WOULD BE SUBPOENAED SINCE HE HAD NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

SUTEL BY FOUR THIRTY PM IF IT IS DESIRED THA 


REGARDING STATEMENT THAT! 


FBE RE INTERVIEWED 



BE ADVISED THAT HE WILL BE SUBPOENAED. 


JOHNSON 


| OVERHEA R D ELSHOFF LEAVE INSTRUCTIO NS 

*.!***f mt rr-urtr-n nt> TWAT 


. m r ■ ■ 


END 
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9v2terol Surratt nf Inarattgatiou 

SnttrZt #tatrs Brpartmrnt of 9u«tir* 

Springfield, Illinois 
Septemb er 17 , 1943 


Director, FBI 


URGENT 
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AIR VAJL 

SPECIAL Dm-IVEHY 


Re j J0EK L. LEWIS, Et Alt 

CIVIL RIGHTS ARE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 



l 
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Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to memorandum for the Director No, 3 dated Au- 
gust 3C, 1943, in the above captioned matter submitted by Tom C* Clark, As- 
sistant Attorney General, and particularly to the first paragraph on Page 
No. 3 of that memorandum. 

The Bureau has been previously advised that no action would be 
taken in connection with G. Lovejprant, However, Assistant Attorney General 
Frank Coleman has orally requested this office to conduct investigation to 
ascertain the present whereabouts of G, Love Grant. This request is made 
in order that Grant may, if later deemed advisable, be readily located and 
served with ft Grand Jury Subpoena, However, Mr* Coleman stated that he did 
not desire Grant interviewed at this time or apprised of the ^act that he 
mav at some later date be served with a Grand Jury Sj^poena, 




to conduct 


In connection with this matter, the St . Office ift xe qu e gfta d 

the following investigation: i — / *?' / ^ 


For the information of the St* Louie Office, G* Love Grant and 
Ernest Charles'* Dunbar were subjects of a Bribery invest ip atio^inTest^ated 

uy Wi J. - v nur tJtl'J. Ail iai/C txiva ^cu. xj isiv* kipviBi 

interviewed G. Love Grant in January of 1940 at Kuskogee, OK^nom^^urH!^ 
is an attorney. At that time, he spent most of his time travelling for the 
^United Mine Workers of America, ernd at the time of interview, travelled in 
the States of OklaJiom^^rkansas^Mi^Texa^^^^wdvisef^fiethis home and 
are located 

telephone number was^^^^^H^LOvi6ec^ha^iT^famn^TOu!^Tiiwftys know his 
whereabouts at any 

2^’ _ . 

The St. Louie Office is requested to conduct discreeVTnvestigax'ion 
to ascertain the present whereabouts of G. Love Grant. It should also be as- 
certained whether or not he is etill travelling for the United Kina Worker* 
of America, and if so, in what area of the United States; further, if possi- 
ble, where he can be reached by subpoena. Your investigation should be oon- 
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Res JOHN L. Lb' VIS, Bt Al; 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


ducted in such a manner as not to disclose the fact that he may be at a 
Jater date in connection with the captioned natter served with a Grand Jury 
Subpoena. 


In view of the extreme emergency and expeditious nature of this 
investigation and if this Field Division Is to meet a deadline set hv the 
Bureau, a report of the results of the investigation requested herein must 
be in the hands of the Springfield Divirion not later than September 25, 
1943. Nine copies of your report should be submitted to the Bureau and 
four for the Springfield Office, the office of origin. I wish to emphasise 
the importance of thiB investigation and the fact that it is imperative that 
this lead be covered immediately. In addition, it is the Bureau’* desire 
that you give this matter your personal attention. 

Very truly yours, 

FRED EAUFORD, 

cc St. Louis (2) 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 
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>HN PDGAR HOOVER 
' director 
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JFrhrral Surra u of InoratlQatfon 
Snitch ftiatre Brpartmrnt of fust ire 
JSasfungton, S. S. 
September 26, 1943 


11*15 

lit 40 


Ut7\iriI3 AHTlTTU 
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Re* 


f) 

John $ Laris, at al / 

Civil Sights and Sweetie Tiolence 


PAD «A 
rvu 


t arm 


Mr, Frank Coleman of the Crinlnal Division eontactad 
the writer telephonlcally la your absence at the above tine 
in regard to the oaptloned os s a. 


Mr ■ Tol«on 

Mr. E. A. T»mm. 

l(r. Cleg( 

Mr. Ceftey 

Mr. Olivia 

Mr. L»44 

Mr. Nieboli 

Mr. Bo««a 

Mr. Trier 

Mr. Acin 

Mr. Cirioa 

Mr. Harbo 

nf - Rasflos 

Mr. Mumford 

Mr. 8l*rk« 

Mr. Quinn Timm^ 

Tsle* Room 

Mr. Ktue 

Miss Be&htn 

Mitt Gandy 


Mr. Coleaan advised that ha had bem in wnftrroct 
with Mr. Ton Clark of the Crinlnal Division and they had daeidad 
that the Bureau should be the agency to eranlne the reoorda of Levis 
in order that they night b# able to testify rather than having the 
Treasury Depart* ent agents appear In the eeee. According to Mr. 
Coleaan, it vould therefore be aeoeseary for Agents of the Bureau to 
obtain access to the original record# either by permission of the 
defendants or by subpoena, if necessary . 


The crarnoeeof Mr* Coleman's call vas to request permission 
ho have * the 8prlngfield Office attend a conference 

vhlch ie to b^H^rtthe Department tomorrow, September 27, at which 
■ Mu, the various aspects of the case would be diecueeed* Mr « Coleman 
stated that the oonference would be attended, he expected by Mr* Clark, 
Mr* Howard De|X£ United States Attornsy, yourself, Mr. Coleman, and 
possibly Mr.^frank Welch. 


The reason elven br Mr. Coleman for especially wanting Agent 
j^B| to be present vas due to the fact that the letter had dona 
considerable work on the ease and had made an analysis which Mr. 
Colemanconsidered quits good. He stated that it was believed that 
AgcnMMliBB 001 * * bl * discuss the ease intelligently with /- 

the D^pax^Sen^uid advise them as to what further action Is necessary / 

as well as to what portion of the original record# will have to be ( / 

examined. 


Autj.ua 


RECORDED 


fT77/ 

Ml 


Ov/ v 




Acting on the instructions of Mr. Frank Welch, who ha4 
telephonlcally conferred with, you, I called the Springfield Office 


ICTORY 



speak ing to Agent 



COPIES DESTROYED 


' rt /i 


trM i n 1QR? 

JH1K XV 


at 12*15 p.m. Agent 




fns instructed }4 




Memorandum for Hr. Ladd 


2 


to sake arrangements to have Agon 



btain reservations fro* 


Springfield to the Bureau by the quickest possible route and to ca l l mb 
when the necessary plan^ha^>een completed. The purpose of the trip 
was explained to Agsntm^^^and It was suggested that It would be 
unnecessary for Agent^^^^^Hto bring any material with bin with the 
exception of any accouHHW^^Jork papers which he night have. 


train from Springfield to Chicago, arri er city at 10*00 

p.n. Arranges ents have been nade for A catch the 12*15 

a.w. plane to Washington frow Chicago, re at 6*00 a.n. 

He would, therefore, be available for conference at any tine on Monday 
morning. This information was transmitted to Mr. Coleman who was advised 
that Mr. Welch would call him tomorrow morning so that final arrangements 
for a conference could be completed. 


At 2*00 p.m. ASAC L. 0. Teag 
contacted the writer advising that Agea 



jrtngfisld telephonically 
HBffould catch the 6*21 
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■MTV WHEN MADE 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MAOS 


IASHHK5T0K, D*C* 


9-28-43 


9/21-25/43 


JOHN L^UEWIS, W^MUMDSOH, WALTER^ J^JAMBS, 
Official* of thfeHfaited Mina Workers of America* 
GAEL H^tLSHOFF, Owner of Mine "B% Springfield, 
IllinolB. ^ 


rcpoh^madcvv 



dm RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC 
• . VIOLENCE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Miss Workers of Awer ica, and cannot re member 
removing an j books and records from JAMES* 
automobile in driveway between United Mine Workers __ 
Building and Soutben^^^w^^ldlng, Washington, 

D.C. in July, 1939. not located and 
no such address as Avenue, M.W., 

Washington, D.C* Panther Creek Mines, Inc., 
loan with BFC, Washington, D.C. , paid In full la 
December, 1940, sad no Information re facts sad 
figures concerning financial set-up of Panther 
Creek Mines, Inc,, In RFC files subsequent to 
December, 1940. yt 



Idrkers of America, 
i , D.C. , do not know WALTER J. JAMES, 
Secretary and Treaeurer, District #12, United 


- HOC 



fr 


ul> j: g 


1 - REFERENCE! 

i 


Letters from the Springfield Field Division 
to the Bureau, dated September 18, 1943 and 
September 21, 1943. 
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AT WASBIBGTOH. P.C. 





On the morning of September 21, 
faad the writer endeavored to ^Locate] 
woman) at 1624 lew Jersey Avenue, J.I., and upon imnu. in *mJT 
locality, found there was no such address. At 1622 lew Jersey Awesaa, 
H*W. , it was fojj^the^his was a four family apartment house and 
no such name atflH|H[|Hfeppeared on the mail boxes in the entrance 
and an lmiidentJ^w^cw^^fi^^p^wI^jjesides in one of the apartments 
stated that no auch person resided on the premises aa 

far as she knew and she had newer 

At 1626 Be^ergg^gffiiejyg^^jgcial Agent j 
and the writer contactedHH^m|H|^J^JH||H who stated be 
L s location fo^tt^pas^^ou^yesr^aBT newer heard of 


has 




that no-one resides on the second floor above hie 


cial igenj 
at his residence, 
that be has bean 


to the night of 
the writer interview 

Alexandria, Vir 





Jnited Mine Workers of America, 15th and I Streets, 
jjgghington, I). C.fo^abo\^Ei^rear^an^that ha and! 

*e the ftr>T y who have be? 

apidyed by the United TRS^Horxe^^o^Eerlc^avS’ing this period. 

Ee stated he does not know f ALTER J. JAMES, Secretary and Treasurer, 
District #12, United Mine Workers of America, and cannot remember 
any specific incident of unloading books and records for a man 
accompanied by a woman from an automobile in the driveway between the 
United Mine Workers of America building and the Southern Bailway 
building, Washington, D, C., in July, 1939; nor could he remember 
requesting this man not to park his ca^^h^rtveway; that if aqy 
protest were made it would be mafia byVH|H|H^k superintendent of 
the United Mine Workers of America buUdl^^tt^also stated that 
he could not remember this man iHng the remark that he and his wife 
were going to the Hotel Carlton for lunch while the automobile was 
being unloaded. 


stated that during his employment with the 
United Mine Worker^o^Rerica , a number of men with women accompanying 
them have driven their automobile# to the front of the united mine 
Workers building fw 15th Street, U* W* , and in the driveway with books 
and other papers which he has unloaded from the vehicles and carried 
these doc went s Into the building with specific Instructions from the 
deliverer as to where to deposit the books and records in the buildi n g. 
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( 



flHHH&tated the^flHHM^HpLe * Mold and attends to the 
ladies' room^^^tEe United Min^T^K^^^o^Ajnerlca building at 15th 
and I Streets, B. 1., and he does no^taaoj^ej^^^gs^j^fe^Jersey 
Avenue in Washington, } has 



District of Columbia. 


On the 


^an^^^^write]^al0 
ine eSPB^T^TH^ 



Special Agenl _ 
it his residence at 
stated he has been in 
Workers of America fo£ about fire years 
and he does not know WALTdH. J* JAM1S, Secretary and Treasurer, 

District #12, of the United Mine Workers of America. Be stated that 
he can only rejaeaber one occasion which occurred about a year ago whan 
he reneabered that be revved a typewriter and some books or card 
board boxes from an automobile perked in front of the United Mine 
Workers of America building on 15th Street, I. W. t for a nan mot 
accompanied by a woman, and placed this Machine and records on tbs 
passenger elevator in the United Mine Workers building and the man who 
brought the typewriter and records to the building took them to an 
\f>per floor in the building; that he has never told anyone not to park 
their cars in the driveway aside of the United Mine Workers building in 
Washington, D> C. 

urther stated that representatives of the United 
a dine at the Hote^Carlto^at 15th and K St reets, 
D. C. Be stated thatfl|HH||HR.s the only^ 
vho has been in th^eS^la^o^the United 

of 1939, 
Washington, 

D. C., wfi^HW^B^n^B^WRHHHlWWi^WWaerica on a 

couple of occasions may have been In the employ of this union in 19392 


Mine Workers o; 

N. W«. Washington 
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t ha employed in seme unknown government department; 

end ttiai^^HHHBpJ.ves In a two family bot^^k^h^I&X) block 
of lev Jefiiy Ifenue, 1*1., Washington, I). C. stated 

that he has never told anyone not to park in tE^arlreway between 
the United Mine Workers of America building and the Southern Bail way 
building in Washington, D. C., and made mention of the fact that JQHH 
L. LEWIS always parks his car in this driveway* 


Be informed tha 

the United Mine Workers of America 
11. W. , Washington, D. C. and that 
of the United Mine Workers of America 
Colombia. 



is the paymaster at 
and I Streets, 
is the superintendent 
District of 




On the morning of Sep} 
land the writer interviews 
stated he was employed by the United' 
their offices in Washington, D. C., from January to April 1937 or 1938, 
and was re-employed by this union in September 1941 to July 1942, and 
knows WALTER J. JAMES, Secretary and Treasurer, District #12, United 
Mine Workers of AmerlcabyBlRht only and that during his employment 
he was instructed byflflHHHB superintendent, to remove hooks and 
records from automobiTe^pSrBea in front of the United Mine Workers 
of America building os 13th Street, N.W., and in the driveway aside 
of the building and cannot remember any such incident as removing 
books and records from an automobile belonging to WALTER J. JAMES, nor 
could be remember ever telling JAMES not to park his auto m o b ile in the 
driveway between the/United Mine Workers of America building and the 
Southern Railway balding. 



time as 
that he 


he was e^loyed at the present 
Cameron, Virginia, and 
ton, D* C» 



writer contacted 
Reconstruction F, 
was informed tg) 

examiner for the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, ana a spec: 

on coal loans and who is familiar with the transact! one of the Panther 
Creek Mines, Inc., that this corporation applied for a $150,000 loan 
in 1936 end the Springfield Marine Bank, Springfield, Illinois, agreed 
to participate therein by putting up $100,000 of the loan, but the 


;on. 


4 ?^ 


- * - 
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loan fell through; that In 1938, the ftnther Creek Vines, Inc*, 
applied for another loan in the amount of t50.QCX^ hich was gra nted 
and subsequently paid in full in December, 1940. JH 
stated that he retrieved the files covering the Pant! 


c^wa^ganted 


Inc., loans and there has been no correspondence covering any 
transactions since the payment of the loan in December , 1940, and 
that the Reconstruction Finance Corporation did not come into 
possession of any facts and figures which analysed the financial 
set-up of the Panther Creek Vines, Inc., in 1942* 


Be stated thal^^UHJ^^^bad informed him that the 
SOLOMAN brothers were alwaysqSSelin^Song themselves and this 
was the reason wfcy the £150,000 loan fell through in 1936, and 
that between 1936 en^l939»oneof the S OLOMAN brothers committed 
suicide and it wanHHHH|H|^bplnloD that if one of the SOLOMAN 
brothers could hur^Tn^oxner^n^Jould not hesitate to do so in 
^^rivijy^ui information concerning the Panther Creek Vines, Inc. 
^HHm||^6tated that the officials of the Panther Creek Vines, Inc. 
^^^^l95^^»ere as follows: 


HENRI 1 SOLOMAN, president; 

G. 1. SOLOMAN, vice-president; 

£. C. SOLOVAN, vice-president; and 
ROBERT C. SOLOMAN, secretary and treasurer. 



stated that it vaegH^H|mP^>pinion 

that CARL E. ELSBQFF bad purchased the Mine *B” Coa^CompaS^rrom 
the Panther Creek Vines, Inc. He stated that the desired information 
concerning the facts and figures relative to the financial set-up of the 
Panther Creek Vines, Inc. could be compiled by anyone familiar with 
mining operations and could have been obtained from most any where and 
may have been obtained from the Panther Creek Vines, Inc; that the 
desired information in 1942 may have been furnished by the Panther 
Creek Mines, Inc., to the State Condesioner for Mines at Springfield, 
Illinois for statistical purposes or may have been furnished Dun and 
Brads tree! and other credit agencies; that the Rational Bituminous 
Coal Commission, Department of Interior, Raehington, D. C. , might have 
been furnished the desired information for 1942 relative to the 
financial set— up of the Panther Creek Mines, Inc., with other data 
but doubts if • uy of this information was supplied ELfiHQFF by this 
governmental agency. 

^^|HHH|Hffurther stated that the Doited Vine Workers 
of America ha^n^contact^rith the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
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and the Corporation is very particular not to become involved with labor 
organisations a nd he doubts if EI4>ti0F7 obtained bis information in 
Washington, p, C. relative to the facts and figures which analyse the 
financial set-up of the Panther Creek Mines, Inc., in June, 1942. 


address in the Pis trie t of Columbia is unknown to him* 

bated that it is assumed ty him that the 
United Mine l^SSS^o^Serica has all information in their possession 


^»iS»^Bstated that if it became necessary to review 

ak 


cations, together with additional data attached, ware filed as follows: 


One copy to the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 
Washington, P. C.» 

One copy to the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

One copy to the Springfield Marine Bank, 

Springfield, Illinois; and 

One copy to Mr. S0L0MAB of the Panther Creek Mines, Inc. 



to bis offioe and 


and the 
• the Panther 
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,-. X V *)* TOM 


\?*i£\lc ^£*Uon fU.ce Uorporalion, PliW 

record# of the Corporation revealed that no appll- 
r i»g» c »»d«> in th* r^BA ftf carl fi. ELS HOFF, end on this 

MHHHHHHH|^H^HH|H|JJpoffic^telcph0nica21^ 


the writer 
cations for. 
came date , 

advised the were filed in the 

of the inn* »B" Coal Conpeny with the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETIQH TO THE OFFICE OF OBIGIH - 
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RECUEST YOU ADVISE** HERE SEPTEMBER THIRTY, 
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9rdiral Bureau of InanHsation 

Bniteh §tatr* Bejiartment of Juatirr 

Springfield, Illinois 
September 25, 1943 


JL3H MAIL— SPECIAL DELIVER!. 


Director, FBI 


9 

Re; JO® L. LEWIS, et si. 

Civil Rights & Domestic Violence. 


nQavwr 


Reference is made to letter from this office dated September 23, 1943# 
requesting the Chicago Field Division to conduct additional investi- 
gation at the Morrison Ifotel in an attempt to ascertain whether or not 
ELSHOEF say have paid hotel bills of EDMtNDSGN and JAMES, or vice versa. 
By teletype dated September 25, 1943, the Chicago Held Division ad- 
vised that no information was available indicating that EI5HDFF may 
have paid bills for JEDMIK DSPM ^ JAMES. The Chicago Office further 






to interview! 

It should be 

recollection of any instances where 
CARL RJ^ELSROFF Jbfty have paid hotel bills for room or miscellaneous 
charge 8 at the Morrison Hote^^^^dcago, Illinois, for RAMEUMIMDSCN or 
KALTER^JaIES. In the e venlffl|^P has any recollection of such occurrences 
all information concerning tne^should be reduced to signed statement. 


For the information of the Detroit Field Division, CARL H. ELS9DFF is 
owner and operator of the Mine B Coal Company at Springfield, Il li n ois. 

RAT EDMUNDS® is President of District Number 12, Dhited Mine Workers 
of America,' and WALTER JJ* JAMES is Secretary-Treasurer of the same organ- 
isation. ELSHOFF, as reflected by records of the Morrison Hotel# 

1 v ■+ 4ri C.hi fiAtrn whArsp "hm WM A liTiflh 8 DAB (ter** f J 

X A vaou v ay m v w »* - *— - — o w — — -a — — . / 

Hs usually rented not a room but a suite and entertained considerably at y-^ 
the Morrison. During the same period of tiw^r;£AT EDlflNDS® Is known to ' 
have stayed frequently at the Morrison flffiteT. The same is true q£*WAITER 

J- **. one s® xvA rjQ&tr- 4: 

The purpose of this interview is to substantiate allegation s t hat C AR L 
H* ELSHOFF not only did business with RAT EDMtWDSON and WALTER J. JAJfSS, 
but also was closely associated with these two individuals socially. 
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Dirac tor 


The Detroit Field Division ie requested to submit & report in thie 
matter not later then September 29, 1943 , end to furnish the 
Springfield Field Division with a teletype summary of the results 
of the investigation as soon as it is completed* Springfield is the 
office of origin* Nine copies of this report should be designated 
for the Bureau, and four for the Springfield Division* 


Very truly yours. 



FRED BAXLFCKD, 



cct Detroit (AiCSD) 


e> - r? 



i ■ ■ 
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Mrdrral Iu»hu of Inurattgatinrt 
Vmtrh itaf p« Department of Juotirr 

IfriACfloU# lUlaiU 
loy twawr tt 0 1HS« 


SlrNttf# IBI 


JIB MA2X-4JPSCIAL BKLCTBKT 

« 
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jam u um, ot «i« 

01*11 AlfktO * feOOOtlO ruioaoo. 
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fko Cfcloaco Hold Dirt • ion lo Win* rof bmM to 
additional invootic ation rofaootod Vy tko 


Hold Division la 


•tod to 



tko folloolag 


additional iwoitt* 



blP 
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for tko of tko Cfctoago Of f loo Akira lo t raaoa ltt»d # ~*loroslth« 

Part S of tko rvport of tpaelal rt ty4acflold» 

Illinois. foptodbor 4, 1NS» ooaolotU( of ftp* 401 t&o«ck «*• **• 
attontlon of tko CkloM^^fWo^looallo^to Pago 4T4® oto.» dtorola la- 

uttatloa o n d « ot»<i^BBMBB^B^ dpoolal ifoat (A) 

do oot «rt« Wi UfomaUondill foralth all aooosoary 

Chisago PloU Division and it Is roquootod tkat Part S of 

too roport trasnittod* horowltke to totaraod ls»odlctolr to 
flold Dirtoloa as soon as it has sonrod to ** 
lavostlgs&loa* & -»{/*/ 

IvnitU 

nkt« la tko BpringTiold aroa, wnp nwmw »i« LASQQM, 

ladloatos tkat C kV% 1* KLSBOFT ond 0LASOOM tolophoni sally 
with BIZ HMOIDSCM at tko Morrison Botol in Cfcieago, Illiaolo, la tko 
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Zb eiew of the v|«at and aqaditiau utsrt of these tafuiriMf It It 
ra^Nitad that the ranlti of yewr W famished U report 

font not later than September t$, 1843* and that the result* af your 
lsractlcatlcA be ovbaitted la teletype *— 1*17 form at toot at oaaploted. 
Office of orlfia la thla aata It Aprlagfleldt tad tha fciraaa should ho 
furnished with niae oej&e* of thla report aad the 8priti*fiel4 Offlee 
with five* 
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Tory truly yoo r to 



Irdtral Surtau of InnrattBattan 

Vnttrb Itate* Srpartmrnt of Itwtirr 
Spring laid, Illinois 
September 21, 1943 


Dir actor, FBI 


9 


Rei JOHN L. XXWI5, XT A1 

CIVIL EIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


Dear Slrt 

In conn* ct loo with tbs investigation of this ossa by tha 
Springfield Plaid Division considerable inquiry has been spdt relative 
to the attempted purchase nf the Panther Creak Mine*, 2hc«, Spring* 
field, Illinois by CARL H. ELSHOFF over a period extending fron the 
summer of 1941 untH'Cttubai, 1942. — 


appears that in the early part of June, 1942 Mr. SQLOMAN with his 
attorneys had a oooference elth ELSHOFF re la tire to tha poeslhla 
purchase of the Panther Creek Mines. At that tins it developed that 
ELSE CPF had in hie possession facts and figures idiicb analysed the 
financial eetup of the Panther Creek Mines at that tine. ELSHOFF 
had actual figure a on the estimated value of the Panther Creek 
properties and lta Indebtedness for the years of 1936 and 1937* 
ELSHOFF at that tine stated that he obtained this data in Washington, 
D.C. In the sane conversation ELSHOFF cemented that before be 
could accept any proposition relative to the purchase of the sines 
be would have to see *hls parties in Washington, D.C.* It la knoen 
that shortly after this KISH OFF did go to Washington, D.C. and was 
apparently in contact with the offioe of th ffifaited Mina Workers of 
America dally. Mr. SOLCMAH has inforsed that during l936 and 1937 he 
was attempting to obtain a loan from the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation in Washington, D.C. for the refinancing of the entire 
Panther Creek properties. • In obtaining this loan it was necessary 
for Mr. SOLQMAN to eubnit data showing the financial condition of 
the Panther Creek Mlnee, Inc. at tl^^Ane. This work was done by t 
Lloyd Thomas Company ef Chic ago* --ELHhoi s and the data thus obtained 


at the time of the interview in June, 1942, possibly from the R.P.C. > 
in Washington, D.C. or that it was obtained for him by JOHN L. LEWIS i 4L 
or some representative of the United Mine Workers of America*'/ j 

Mr. FRANK COIZMAN, Special Assistant to the Attorney General, 
who is handling this ease, has requested that an inquiry be ccjyu£ted^_ 


During the eourse of this inquiry Mr. ROBERT C LOMA 
President of the Panther Creek Mines, Inc. woe intervieWd. It 



LOMAN, 






Director 




Sept. 21, 1943 


at the R.F.C. in Washington to determine who obtained this data* 

the Washington Field Division Is requested to conduct such 
inquiry bearing In erlnd that it is hoped to establish that the Informs- 
tlon in ElSHCfT 1 a pot bos si on was obtained by the United Mine Workers 
of inerica for hie. There is no Information at present in the 
possession of the Springfield of floe which discloses exactly under 
shat case or file this loan would ha handled in the R.F.C. the 
only paper that Mr* SOLOMAN had in hie possession was a latter to a 
Mr. CRQ6IAND of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, Chicago, 
Illinois, dated Boveaber 28, 1936 from himself, as president of 
the Panther Creek Mines, Inc., requesting fora L-109. 

It should be noted perhaps that a subsequent loan was ob- 
tained from the R.F.C. in 1939 and 1940 which was listed under 
loan #4049. Collateral in the fora of accounts receivable was 
submitted by the Panther Creek Mines as security for these loans* 

Bone of the Instant data in KLSHCFF'e possession during Arne of 
1942 was obtained from this fils. 

In view of the urgency of this investigation the Washington 
Field Office is requested to conduct the necessary investigation and 
advise the Springfield Office by October 1, 1943. 

Very truly touts, 

*TT 
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oe to Washington Field 
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' ’ 1 Ur. T*:«« 

x_ ■ _ ^ «] 

Prhrral Pwreau of InuMttgatton \ . , 

* ttit el> itaie. lament of *»*« p 

Springfield, Blinois I : ^ 

September 18, 1943 j t 

I .,'i ‘ri*- y 

>tp UATL - SPECIAL 1ELIVTOI j %.«■ 

Director, FBI £ ^ ^ 

Ra5 cim^O^S 3 AH? DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. 

i 

Dear Sir* 

. .dvise the Bureau concerning 

Thie letter ie muested of the Washington 
certain investigation letter are being furnished to the 

Field Office. Copieeof this *** necessary for the Washington 
Richmond Office inasmuch es it way ^ » interviews at Alexandria, 

Field Office to conduct one of tne req«>» 

Virginia. 

P 
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Director, FBI 


9 - 18-43 
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The Department has pointed out that JAMES* etory concerning 
this natter ie highly improbable and the Department is interested In 

“ ' * — each his story by 

the Ehited Mine 

_ _ _ records from JAMES 

mder the circumstances indicated above* 


this natter is highly laprcoaDie ana me leparwn 


Mr. HUNK COLEMAN, Special Assistant to t he Attorney General, 
has ascertained through a confidential source that. 



It is requested that these persons be interviewed concerning the 
natter indicated above. It should of course be ascer tained ft*om 



any additionai persons mscxosea oy me inquiry snouta ow appropriately 
interviewed. An effort should be made to ascertain from these In- 
dividuals the identity of the building manager or superintendent, and 



Director, FBI 
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-> 


also to ascertain the source of their salaries. The point of this 
inquiry is to ascertain the identity of the person who might be 
subpoenaed to testify from payroll records as to the persons mho 
mere employed as custodial employees during July 1939* 

It is noted that the Washington Field Office may deem it 
advisable to interview these persons at their residences, in which 
event it will be necessary for the Washington Field Office to 
conduct one interview at Alexandria, Virginia. 

It is requested that a teletype sunmary of this investi- 
gation be furnished to the Bureau and to the Springfield Office, 
not later than Wednesday, September 22, 1943, inasmuch as it will 
be necessary to issue subpoenas in this witter in the very near future. 

Very truly yours. 






cc Washington Field - A VCD 
Richmond 
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THAT ACCORDING TO WHAT 
IN ELSHOFFS SUITE 
VATE BAR WITH A NEGRO ATTENDANT. 



TOLD HIM 


TATj^d 

AS WITH EDMUNDSON 
WHICH SUITE CONTAINED A PRIA- 
DOES SO RECALL THAT ELSHOFF 

WAS PRESENT. SOMEONE THERE, THOUGHT TO BE THE BAR TENDER, SAID, WHEN 
■■■■(OFFERED TO PAY FOR DRINKS, THAT HIS IS ALL PAID FOR AND ITS 
MY JOB TO SERVE YOU. NO MENTION WAS MADE AS TO WMK WHO PAID FOR IT. 

[SAID JACI^LASGOW, 


I UNABLE TO GIVE DATE OF INCIDENT. 

FORMERLY AN AIDE TO ■■■■£ EDMUNDSON, NOW IS USA IN SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 
IS IN POSITION TO GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS REGARDING FINANCIAL TRANSACTION^ 
BETWEEN EDMUNDSON AND ELSHOFF. ((((((FURNISHED A RECEIPT DATED SEPT. 
ELEVEN, NINETEN THIRTY SEVEN IN AMOUNT OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS MADE OUT 
TO JACK GLASGOW AND SIGNED BY RAY EDMUNDSON. ((IBP* 1 * SAlD THIS 
RECEIPT WAS DEMANDED BY GLASGOW OF EDMUNDSON IN ORDER TO PROTECT mmm* 
GLASGOW FROM T/LTlRREGULARITIES OF EDMUNDSON W WITH UNION FUNDS. DURINl 

interview with(BBP F 0I)AY >BBBBP ,ESCRIBEI) lNCIDENT flBBBB 

j^djB SUBSTANTIALLY AS BHH DID EXCEPT THAT THE SUITE 0F booms VAS 
NOT IN NAME OF ELSHOFF A BUT WERE CONFERENCE ROOMS USED FOR THE JOINT 
CONFERENCE OF COAL OPERATORS AND UMWA OFFIIAL sj^F ILLINOIS. ^(K( SI- 
DATE AS EITHER THREE OR FOUR YEARS AGO ON DECEMBER TWE NTY FOUR. 

y 10 
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9rdrral tturcau of Inoratt gation 

fimtrh ftatm Brpartmrnt of 9ustirr 
Springfield, Illinois, 

September 13, 1943 


AIR MAIL 
SPECIAL tELIVERI 



Mr. Cano* 


Mr. Hnd'd 
Mr. Motor* 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director, Federal Bureau of 
United States Department of 
Washington, D. C. 

v Re* 


Dear Ur, Hoover* 


Investigation, 

Justice, 

& 


PERSONAL ATTENTION 


JOE< L* LEWIS , etal. 

CIVIL RIGHTS and DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 



Mr. FRANK COLEKAN, Assistant to the Attorney General, appeared 
in Springfield, Illinois on September 10, 1943 and called at «y office 
for a conference in connection with this case. He was apprised general-, 
ly of the results of the investigation as of the date of the conference. 
He appeared to be very well satisfied with the results of the investiga- 
tion to date and made no unusual requests or suggestions while at this 
office. 



As a matter of personal interest to you, he confidentially 
informed me that he had been informed by the Attorney General that 
President ROOSEVELT had approved the indictment of subjects in this 
case and trial of subjects subsequent to indictment. He indicated that 
the Grand Jury would convene to hear the evidence in this natter about 
October 1, 1943, although he does not knew definitely at the present 
time whether the case will be presented in Washington, D.C. or at 
Springfield, Illinois. He mentioned that Federal Judge CHARLES G. 

BRIGGLE in Springfield was a Republican and indicated that the Depart- 
ment was giving consideration to the possibility that he night be 
biased in the matter in the event the case was tried before him, due 
to the fact that charges night be brought by the oppos iti or -(defendants ) 
that the case was political persecution on the part of the administration. 

He also stated that he learned in Springfield casually that EEWUNJy^URKE, 
Attorney for U.M.W. was Jury Cocnissioner and that BURKE might -exert seme 
influence through this position to favor the defendants in this case. He Ay 
said if the case was presented to a Federal Grand Jury in Springfield, 
that probably the Department would request the of another 

Jury Commissioner for the handling of this parrxfcijjar natter'."*™, y ) i ./ 

ravYSxn Aty 1 irr ' : 

As a matter of strategy which might lead to valuab^lnfcnma- — 
tion being obtained from subject ELS HOFF f owner olVfiine A andj^ixie B, 
involved in this case, l£r. COLEMAN stated that in all probaba 
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the facts are presented to a Federal Grand Jury at Springfield, Illinois, the 
facts in instant ratter would be presented to the Grand Jury first and if an 
Indictment is returned, it would be announced in the press immediately that 
the indictments were returned, and the details of the indictment would be re- 
leased. and at the same time, a statement would be made to the press that the 


the publicity which has been released from an unknown source In connection with 
this investigation, which possibly has interfered to a certain extent with the 
successful culmination of the investigation. I called to the attention of the 
Bureau by letter dated September 10, 1943 that a number of persons had declined 
to furnish stategpnts to Agents in this investigation with the advice that their 
Attorney , ARTHURf^ITZGERALD, should be consulted. The names of those persons 
who, as of September 10, 1943, had failed to divulge information to Agents 
without consulting their Attorney' > were set forth in my letter of that date. 

Up to September 5, 1943, the Agents working on this case had encountered no 
difficulty in obtaining statements from any of the persons interviewed. There 
was a decided change beginning with interviews to be conducted on September 5» 
1943 when a number of persons began to tell Agents that they should consult 
their Attorneys or they would say that they did not desire to make any state- 
ments unless the Attorney was present at the time of the interview. 


Mr. WALTER T HI, Attorney at Law, Springfield, Illinois, and a member of the 
firm of ARTHUR FITZGERALD, called at this office on September 7, 1943, to re- 
quest copies of the statements previously executed ty FRANIJ^AUSTIN, JAMES^SAIZ, 
and one EAUi' GARTNER* I think that thie change in the attitude of persons inter- 
viewed by Agents working on this case may possibly be attributable to a United 
Press release which appeared in the Illinois State Register on September 3, 1943 
which bore a Washington date line of the same date. This item carried the fol- 
lowing three column heading on the front page of the Register: "U.S. Grand Jury 
to Sift F.B.I. Investigation into U.V.W. Mine B Deal." Particularly it was 
stated in this item "Reliable Sources Said an Inquiry by F.B.I. was about 
completed and that the matter would be placed before a Federal Grand Jury here 
(refenring to Washington) or at Springfield." The item stated that the Justice 
Department officials declined to comment. This particular item, of course, 
possibly put the U.M.W. officials in Springfield on notice of the status of 
this case. The information that the investigation was about completed was, 
of course, inaccurate, inasmuch as considerable investigation remains to be 
conducted in this matter. 


i 



approval of such a procedure. 


I thought you would be interested in having called to your attention 


I e also previously called to the attention of the Bureau, that 
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Mr. COLEMAN of the Department is aware of the fact that a number of 

J-\. _ J X ^ ! 1 1 A ^ -^1* t_ -t Vt ate n Aj<mdkM»4 4 «f> 

tne persons niusiyivuvu uy ua mud unite iuive iuco «xw i uj 

attitude on the part of certain persons desired to be interviewed who have de- 
clined to rake statements pursuant to advice from an Attorney, or who have 
failed to make statements without being in the presence of an Attorney at the 
time of the interview. He stated at the conference in ny office on the night 
of September 10, 1943 that if specific instances arose where specific individ- 
uals were asking the miners not to make statements to the F.B.I. Agents, that 
he may contact Federal Judge CHARLES G. BRIGGLE at Springfield, or United 
States Attorney HOWARD L. DOYLE, and ask them to make a statement for publica- 
tion to the effect that such advice would be an obstruction of justice « I 

did not express approval or disapproval of such a procedure as this* Mr. 

COLEMAN will return to Washington in the near future, and he may take this 
point up with the Bureau. 


Mr. COLEHAN also stated that if an indictment is returned in this 
case that he may reconmend to the Attorney General that the Attorney General 
request the Bureau to conduct an investigation of the Petit Jury. 


In connection with the sale of Mine A by Mr. RIAN of Springfield, 
Illinois to subject ELS HOFF in 1941, Mr. COLEMAN has requested that the 
employees of Mine A at the time of the sale to subject ELSHOFF be interro- 
gated and statements obtained as to whether they desired to become members 
of the U.L'.W. or whether they automatically voted to become U.lf.W. members 
because of the tactics used by U.K.TT. in converting Mine E to U.M.W, ‘A 

membership. There are approximately three hundred persons to be interviewed v 
in connection with this particular incident. 


In connection with the interviews of the miners who were employed 
at Mine B just prior to the shut down, the greater percentage of these persons 
have been interviewed. However, a number of these persons' whereabouts are not 
definitely known at the present time and I discussed with Mr. COLEMAN whether 
it would be necessary to conduct extensive investigation to locate these persons 
for interview, and he stated that if they were not available for Interview in 
this izonediate area that no further effort should be made to locate them at j j 

this time. It is suggested that the Bureau coarunicate this infoimation to i < 
the Department so that it can be confirmed by the Department directly with the 
Bureau. I 


Mr. COLEMAN reised the question as to the possibility of interviews 
with subjects in this case, and it was agreed that no interviews would be con- 4 
ducted with those persons who are considered subjects at the present time c, 
unless the Department directed a specific request to do so to the Bureau. 


1 
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Mr. COLEMAN has previously made a request that a representative 



number of the P.M.A. operators in this area be interviewed to determine if 
subject ELSHOFF had endeavored to purchase their mines similarly to the 


purchases of Mine A and Mine B. At the conference on September 10, 1943 
with Mr. COLEMAN he stated that he did not believe the interviews with 
these operators were justified at the present time, and that such interviews 
should be held in abeyance. He requested that the attempted purchase of a 
mine in Bond County, Illinois previously mentioned by him in a memorandum 
be invest igatSefLand this will be done, and also a mine in Fulton County. 


Attorney General, dated August 30, 1943, certain investigation was suggested 
in connection with the f4es paid to the firm of Winston, Strawn, and Shaw at 
Chicago, Illinois, who were shown as Counsel for the Mine B Coal Company on 
some of the pleadings filed with the Labor Board during the year 1938. It 
was stated in this memorandum that it was not believed that subject ELSRuFF 
or Nine B was in a position to retain this firm and the conjecture was that 
the fine was retained by the U.M.W. on ELSHOFF' s behalf. This was discussed 
with Mr. COLEMAN, and he stated that he had two different attorneys look up 
the law to determine if this would be privileged information, and that it was, I 
and that no inquiries should be made by this office at this time unless a ; 

direct request is made by the Department of the Bureau. It is suggested that jj ‘ 
this particular point be called to the Department's attention by the Bureau J 


ed in the remaining investigation In this case which might be attributable to 
premature publicity will be specifically called to the Bureau's attention. 


In a memorandum from the Bureau from Mr. TOM C. CLARK, Assistant 


so that it can be confirmed by the Department 



The above is supplied for your information. Any difficulty encounter- 


Very truly yours. 
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Call: 1*20 P.M. 

Transcribed: 1*30 P.M. 


Jtebrral Surrau of Inurett^ation 
fitiueu iiairs Srjjartmfnt Si Justiff 
Sattfington, B. C. 
September 23, 1943 


Mr. Tolaon_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamro_ 

Mr. Cleft 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. GWvia 


Mr. Ltii 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

fk 


■OH UK.V.U..^ ^ 


Mr. UUMli. 

Mr. B»u« 

Mr. Treejr 

Mr. Care on 

Mr. Berbo 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. MeGnire, 
Mr. Momford. 
Mr. Piper 


Mr- Qnino Tamm_ 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ne»*c_ 

Mist 


fie: JOHN L. IflfIS, at nl; 

Civil Rights and Domestic Tiolence 

At this time 1 received a call fra Assistant Attorney 
General Tom dark of the Criminal Division in connection with the 
captioned ease. He said he understands that someone in the Depart- 
ment issued instructions to the effect that copies of the reports 
in this ease should not be furnished by the Springfield Office of 

Aha Tt ft i-Miiv m«rv Hrtmrrf Dorlfl. 


I told him that the Bureau had instructed Springfield to 
this investigation as a special at the Attorney General* a request, and that 
the Bureau* e instructions are in all cases investigated on this basis that 
the field offices shall not furnish copies of the reports to the U. S. 
Attorneys until specifically instructed by the Bureau because we never know 
whether the Department wants the U.S. Attorneys to have them or not. It 
was explained that this la probably the reason the reports have not been made 

-—.A 1 _WI 

svr 



I inquired if they desired that we give ooples to the 0. S. Attorney 
at Springfield. He said that Doyle ie coming to Washington this coming Saturday 
and it would be better if Doyle were familiar with the details so that they could 
discuss the matter on his arrival. I told him we would be glad to furnish 
copies to Doyle if this is in accordance with his desires. Hs said he would 
appreciate it very much If they were made available to Doyle and also told me 
that the Springfield Office had dime a fine job on the investigation* 


Respectfully, 


/ 



fc^’ictoky 
BUY 



a 

/ 


V. Mumford 

ADDENUJM: 1:40 P.M. // £Lcr>r ^ 

I called Springfield and talked to 
told hi« of Mr. Clark* s request ana instructed his to furnish « wpy 
the reports to USA Doyle this afternoon. Be stated Doyle had told him this • 
morning that he int aided coaiag to Washington Saturday and would appreciate having 
a copy of each of the reports. Be said he would giveLthem to him within the 
next- hour* A mm&Tm&m of confirmation has been prepared to Mr. Tom C. 

Clark of the Department advising of oomplianoe with his^ requei 


f 

R.5? 


was on the desk. I 
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mnBAK nni FOR ASSISTANT 
*M C- CLAffi 


Rat JOHN L« UKIS, *t *1 ^ , 4 , 7 

Cirll Right* m& D o — r tl* Tiolanoa 


purouont to your Wlepbonio roqpt—t to Mr. J. I. Muaford 

-r« s& s r«srass s# -"ecu. 

Iilinoi* today. 


Tory truly yw*# 
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John Xdgor Hoover 
Director 


Mr. Tolson 

M r. E. A T*mm_ 
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9rfrrral fiurrau of itioesttsafion 


United f tales Brpartmritt of Hustfrr 


Springfield, Illinois 
September 21, 1945 


Re t JOHN L. LEWIS, etal, 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOIEHCB 



Dear Sirj 


The Bureau is advised that a oonferanoe arms held with Mr • FRANK 
COLEMAN, Speoial Assistant to the Attorney General, In my of floe on the 
late afternoon of September 18, 1943. At the time he sailed at ay offioe 
he was aooompanied by Ifr. PAT COONS, another Speoial Assistant to the At- 
torney General. The purpose of this oonferanoe was to go over a number of 
points Ur. COLEMAN desires to be handled, inasmuch as he contemplates that 
the facts in this oase will be presented to the Federal Grand Jury con- 
vening in Springfield, Illinoie, on September 29, 1943. Be said he was 
leaving for Washington on the night of September IS, 1945, and tint ha 
would direct a memorandum to the Bureau setting forth in detail any ad- 
ditional investigation he desired. 


He was very well pleased with the status of the oase as of September 
13, 1943 and said that most of the investigation he desired had been oosk 
pleted, particularly insofar as presentation of the faots to a Federal Grand 
Jury is ooncerned. " 1 

Tne main request of ilr. COLEMAN was in oonneotion with the issuanoe 
of subpoenaes to persons whose presenoe might be desired before the Federal 
Grand Jury at Springfield, Illinois. He said he had reached a deoielon to 
subpoena all P.M.A. members at Mine B in Msy 1937 who are presently employed 
at either Mine B or Mine A in Springfield, Illinoie. He requested this 
offioe to prepare a list of all of these persons and said he would oall ms 
from Washington, D . C. at such time as he desired this list to be furnished 
to the U. S. Attorney at Springfield, Illinois, so that immediate subpoenaes 
oould be issued for their presenoe before the Federal Grand jury. I informed 
Mr. COLEMAN that no written requested had been reoeived from the Department 
through the Bureau at Washington to furnish any reports or other data to the 
TJ. S. Attorney at Springfield, Illinois, and I requested him to take up 
direotly with the Bureau the furnishing of any names or reports to the H. 8. 


Attomiv in ftwi nvf 1*1 A * Ha d Ha wrml H r!n 4 ■ > 
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He stated that in the event It we a definitely deoldod to present 
the facts of this oase to the Grand Jury on September 29, 1945, he would 
return to Springfield by September 26, 1945 and in view of this he request- 
ed that three of the four oopies of the report mhloh would ordinarily be 
furnished to the Department by the Bureau be retained by this offloe to 
be furnished to him upon his return to Springfield, Illinois . He was in- 
formed to take this matter up with the Bureau. However, the three oopies 
of the report presently in preparation will be retained here for delivery 
to Mr. COLEMiN unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 

For the most part the investigation of this oase has been com- 
pleted with the exoeption of a few minor points, whioh will be included 
in the report presently being prepared for transmittal to the Bureau on 
or about September 25, 1945. 


Very truly yours. 



FHjlmj 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DiWtCTO* 



, 3*35 PM 

3*.a pm 



c*m 


If&rral Surrau of inoritigation 
IBnitrh States Department of luettre 
Sae^instan, B. €. 

September 17 , 19U3 


MEMORANDUM FO^ MR. D. M. LADD 

Rei John L. Lewis et al 
Civil Rights and 
Domestic Violence 



Mr. ToI.ob 

Mr. E. A. Tama, 

Mr. Cl.ff ' 

Mr. GUvlft 


Mr. Lb44 

Mr. Nicbol* 
Mr. Rotas 



Mr. H.rbo 
Mr. Quiss Tamm 
Tala. Room 

Mr. Maaaa 
Mitt W»*h«n 


At this tine SAC Hallford of the Springfield Office tele* 1,1 C»ady 

phoned, stating that practiwlly all of the investigation in this 

ease has been conducted with the exception of some smaller leads that will 
have to be covered from time to time and that for this reason it now appears 
that the 12 Special Agents who were sent to the Springfield Office from other 
offices to assist in the investigation can be released on the evening of 
September 19, 19U3 and that he contemplates instructing then to return to their 
respective offices at that time unless the Bureau has referred additional mat- 
ters to the Springfield Office requiring additional investigation which he has 


not as yet received. 



1 advised that no additional specific requests have been received from 
the Department and the Bureau has not directed any further investigative mat- 
ters in the case to his office. 


1CT0RY 



According to Hall ford, Mr. Frank Coleman of the Department is still in 
Springfield and has from time to time discussed the investigation to date with 
him. Mr. Coleman has made the statement that he is well satisfied with the in- 
vestigation and feels that it has been handled in an excellent manner. Colasaan 
recently requested that the Springfield Office prepare acme charts baaed upon 
certain financial transactions in the case for possible use before the Federal 
Grand Jury. Mr. Hallford stated that in connection with this request, he con- 
templates informing 16*. Coleman he does not feel this is sn investigative pro- 
cedure and that, therefore, the charts should be prepared by Departmental em- 
ployees and that if Mr. Coleman still feels that the Bureau should prepare the 
charts that the request to do so should be submit ted^to the&frgau in writing, 

Co lem an also indicated to Hallfor^tha^he contemplaflreB submitting a 
request to the Attorney General for who i® wMll acquainted with 

the investigation to be present at all TTme^auring the Cfrand Jury hearing. 

In this connection Mr. Hallford intends to advise Mr. Coleman that if such an 
arrangement is desired that this, likewise, should be s ubmit ted in the form o£„ 
a request to the Bureau in Washington. j [77 nS^ f ° ^ —I 

ACTION: In view of the statements made by Mr. Ballfotfd con darning *he status . 
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of the investigation he was advised that it would be 
the 12 Agents on September 19th in order that they 
offices. 
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MEMORANDUM FOB MR. D. M. LADD 


Re* John L. Lewis et ml 
Civil Rights and 
Domestic Violence 


SAC Hallford called from Springfield at 6*15 PM to advise 
the present status of the captioned case. He informed me that Mr* Colemi 
mas supposedly en route to Washington and that before he left he express 
himself as very well satisfied with the developments of the investigatioj 

/ 

Mr. Hallford stated that there are only two or three small points 
to be cleared and that a report of about 700 pages is being prepared and 
will probably be mailed from Springfield on Thursday of this week* Mr* 

Coleman requested him to retain three of the four Departmental copies there 
and to Just send in one* He said he would have the one here for review and 
would pick up the other three when he returns to Springfield at the end of 
the week* I approved this procedure. -^>*r r- n, ft g COT? 

Coleman advised that he is going to subpoena all PMA members at 
»B" as of May 1937 who are still employed at either Mine "B" ar\Wine *■ ^ 

% A h M fhe iKenwr +ha+ sawo t\T fKmm w-! *11 rniHrmW^lv VkJ* faTftr ftK\ ft to Lhl« '■**.: 

^ wu V*.AV VHOVi J tfiwv W*»J»W ve ^ — — V — ' — — — T — —— — — 

investigation* Coleman asked Hallford to prepare a list of such people on 
the basis of. the information developed* This was approved since Coleman 
cannot prepare the list in view of the fact that aeny of the names are in 
the report now being prepared and, of course, Coleman will not have time be- 
tween the date he receives the report which will be mailed from Springfield 
Thursday end Saturday when he anticipates returning there* Coleman requested 
that a copy of this list be furnished to the United States Attorney immedi- 
ately when it is prepared, but Hallford told him he would not do eo as be bed 

. . -a. « j.i j i i . - iL _ tv. ... A 4 w^MMiaf 4 am 1 st 4 Vi 4 • eaea 4 A 

ncrtr DC £11 aUltllUriBBU tyr bUC PUICMU uv auiuaou Miy iiuyimav+v*i mu w — 

the USA. This action on the part of Hallford was approved. 




This case is due to be presented ta^biF'Pwieral Grand Jury on September 
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pare come chart e as exhibits for the trial of this case, bu% Mr. Hallford 
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Mr. Coleman, also advised Mr. Hallford that he wished 
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told him that such a request must be taken up with the Bureau here at 
Washington. He did not know what type of charts were 
Hallford we would handle the matter when it is presentee 


Klv . 

60 OCT 1 ' 1943 


VPyZ' & . 

^f/Maafbrd 1 



CC-15Q 


C 


* i 


l 
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• -VI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTawE 


44-845 

Tc: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

Transmit the following message to; 


BP? EMBER 27, 1943 
SRC, SPRIKFIELD 

BBS 3 L 


JO* dZttS, W AL, CHE*. UNIT INVEST I&.TIOM OOMCEBNING JHUSDICT20I » 
flfiB AS TO MKE A tO TEAR MHRKM PCKIT-TK) AMD TO PURRS CREKI MIDI 10 BARS 
MIET3N PORTT-OSE AMD KMETBEB POOT-WO. OOM^IW TO BfllCV PaCERM* 

• "f *■ 

or coal sold to wmsTAtt: carhhb mo whoaito owsnt or toss a»d to iwhuk 
PEBcsmas 0? swpuss pwcmsra oorsia tun or iunois rot nuts ksiokated 

ABOVE. 
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'ederal bureau of ihvesti : %. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTiwt 


To : 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Tran sail the following message to: SAC, 

SPRINGFIELD 


SEPTEMBER 28, 1943 


SOUTINE 
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» jow Lima, n LL, cm. *raam sim»a tokti-btskis un. 

SECURE JURISDlCTIOMAl DATA AS TO HUE A FO^ THE ORE mi 1*B>UT«II 
PRIOR TO SUBJECT KSaOFT'S OAINMO POSSESSION Of HNX A IN StPTOBBL 
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Itrirtooi la Mite to jour ■M orirtiw dated Sajteabar *« 

regarding S^Ipttonad -tUr,' temu-dtoga ^ 

i^fia b w >d pay a nto aibjiet Uatoff paoaiaeil fha tea Salted Ulna 
•f Aaerlsa. 
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grftrral Bureau of inoeatigatum 
fiuitrb ft air* Bepartmrnt of lustir* 

Baalfington, 9. €. 

September 27, 1943 


44-845 


MR. 


memorandum for 
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KEi JOHN L. LEVIS, ST 
cnnx RIGHTS IMP DO 



VTDLRNCK 



Uomlord. 
Stark*. 
Quinn Tima 


T*U. Boom 

Mr. N**** 


the 

Agon 

ference 

by 



JLs you know, at the reques^^ir^ftrsn k C. Colamtno f Mi** Beahm. 

‘ Di vision. SupervisonMBWlWMBp BS3tei£l*l Mi*j 
of the Springf ield Prrxca. attended a e on- 
raOP7PDT^~Bwte«bcr 27._19 43i ahlco 
Too C. CImtVl^ Itri H*nrr Schwelnhaut and llr. Prank C. Colfloan, all of 1 a 



Dipartoent/and Mr^^^Doyle, Uni tad State a Attorney, Springfield, ZUinola, 
for tha purpose of discussing cartain aspects in the above entitled case, 

Mr, Clark stated that it was hi s own as wall as the d esire of th e 
Attorney Qoiaral that the Bu^«ji_gogduct L jtbg = ant^e__accounti^ Investigation 

m Hr, Elkyk was 

oovuaso wj jn m, w^HDuw. vv**vwi^***fc zzzzz and its lseots. obew i 1 ving 

that ^e^eould feel batter if 8pecial igents' diTthe testifying rather than 
li gents of other Governmental agencies. Be p ointed ont too regent cas es that 
the Do>artoent attorney s had lost due to the inco«p «ten^^ad_jjM^lj^_of 
Qo’fo i^^S, accountants attached to other governmental investigative agencies - 
Bbeever, later in the discussion, Mr. Clark indicated that there mas sane .fion^ 
tramrif over this esse between the Attorney General and the Sec retary of the 
a m Sb dhaarvedT EaT an a dditional reason for having Ba rr en Ag aots 
fn^jttr ate the entire matt er would be that the IMpartment of JusUoe, as a 
wSUTwotO d be in abetter position should "Mr. Morgenthau start Making oom- 
■ants concerning this matter at a later date." 


It 


pointed out by Superviao 


^ Agent 
months 



EH^StEar and that to ready this investigation 

in*order to put the "Bureau in a position to testify to all phases of the account- 
ing vork would require considerable time. It mbs further pointed out that 
records would have to be examined at the headouarbers of the United Mine Worker*, 
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In response to Mr. Clark’s and Mr. Schweinhsut's question a 
to tow so on tba en tire accoun ting natter ®uld be accomplished, Supervisor 
and lgantflHH|^Bbbserved that a definite tine liidt could not 
T^Sren at the preeSWixIout nere Information eco owning the location 
and availability of the books and records In this natter, and it would also 
depend on how many agents could be used advantageously «o the project. _It 
mas pointed out. however, that the possibility ex isted that the required In- 
vestigation night possibly Uto frem one to two months . Mr. Clark indicated 
tm~even~?Hcadi The Investigation ware to take this long he beUewsd it 
desir able to have the Bureau oondm rtr th * jp^ftigatlon in the event the head* 
qulrters of the XBff Obion would consent to allow Agents of this Bureau to go 
over the records of the Oft Onion, both at headquarters and tbs Districts 
Involved. 



Ion by tbs Bureau, it was observed that the Bureau would undoubtedly 
have to conduct similar investigations to construct a ooaplete chain of evidence. 

During the conference, Mr. Bchwei n**"* *^ «phcnically contacted Mr . 
Melly Bop kins, attorney f or the of am erica at Washington. D. C«, with ra- 
nH’to'the availability of the records of that organisation to Agsnta of this 
Bureau. Mr. ftjpkina informed Mr* fiobeeinhaut that if he could be informed as 
to just what records the Bureau wiehed to look over, he might be able to give 
a definite answer as to whether permission would be given or not* Mr. Schws in- 
haut indicated that Mr. Hopldns was ap attorney who had formerly boon connect ed 
vith P-r^r-L»itnt bi JWatioe. and in view of the f act that be was well 
a cquainted with him, he would go over and see Mr. Hopldns regarding th is matte r. 
Mr. gljjk rw q ^sted thn ~Tjiein?BMBB l 'iliii Is Will I li'inii Ini m l ■ Hli lliii S 1 'ill'll 
jpg phase o f this case, accompany If « bBhwslnfragt in opdfr jthat Abe l etter mi gut 
converse more whtt records would be required. 


M. 


Mlth your approval, 

3 »00 p.«>. September 27. 1943. 
a co nference was bald with Mr. 
has advised that Mr.Schweinhaut to! 
Criminal Division was very incensed 
had apparently given out newspaper 
Department and the JBI 


Melly M&pklne and Earl 


aocoapanled Mr. Schwsinhaut_at^ 
Tg. Babhiagtoc. D, C .. where 



Mr. Hopkins thitlMr. Clark 
the fact that tee treasury Department 
all city concerning the fact that the 

conducting an invest! gatioti of the captioned natter 

and in view of this' fact, be, Mr. Clark, desired that the Bureau conduct the 
accounting Investigat ion oven, though- the matter miebt require Iflimn duplication 
of the work perfoi 
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Hr. Schselnhaut told Mr. Hopkins that Ur. dark was not going to lot th* 
Treasury Department tall bln whether or not "we" had a case and tha tha 
Department would decide dwttwr or not It had a oaaa Tor ltaalf throo^i an 
FBI investigation. M r. Bopklna and Ur. ftmk advised that they would ba an- 
abla to give a definite an swer to Mr. fcjgejnhagt on the problem lna— uch at 
^DuTiiTImi iu Oit Ox U>wu and Irwuld aO% rvvurn wtil xJW^idajfJ humBTwTp 
thejHLndlcated that their opinion would ha that permission would not b a given 
for an examination of tha books and raoorda by tha FBI. 



D uring this oonfs rence. of ooqraa . took no_p art in 

tha request for a solunta ry consult to exaaln^T n e reoor da of tha l MW hot 
only naaiitaHTb*. Sehwelnhaut in a pacifically advising as to tha scope of 
iot ia?v«tjL|itiOu Of 'til# Umh r^vOrdo dviiT9u« 


Mr. Sehwelnhaut advlaad aftar this conference that tha Bureau s hould 
withh old th eJbf ^Tra^e ^ *»y $&caautlng investigati on In sle w of tha wary 
strong possibility that tha BMW waa not going to allow a voluntary examination 


of^tSs - reoorda and stated that the Bureau would ba adrl*edHin~the nearTtfttira 
whether or not this phase of tha Investigation should bo undertaken. Mr. 
Schselnhaut observed that in the event the TOOT did not give permission to 
examine its records, the Dap ar tiest 
grand juTJ it vbi pfl 


or it might subpoena the required WWBa 

"that if this were done the Department would probably nave tha BIOT records In 
Washington subpoenaed before tha Federal grand Jury at Washington, D. C., 
where they would ba Impounded by the oourt and aant to Springfield, Illinois, 
for examination. 


Ton will be informed pro^tly upon the raoelpt of information from 
tha Department Informing whether or not tha Bureau should undertake the 

iCvvHutiBg lurwiti |itivu v 


Respect fully. 
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FBI SPRINGFIELD * *' 

— - »• « 

DfTA AS TO MINE A FOE YEAR NINETEEN FORTYWIS IN POSSESSION 0, SUBJECT 
EL SHOFF INASMUCH AS HE HAS OPERATED NINE A SINCE SEPTEMBER, NINETEEN 
FOKTYONE. inview OF THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, ADVISE WHETHER DATA FOR ^ 

ANY YEAR PRIOR TO ELSHOFFS OPERATION OF NINE A WILL BUT . 

HALLFORD j 
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ft©*, J, Bd|ar feover - Director, federal Bureau of XnvooiljiUoa 

fubjecti JOHN L. UWISj *T AL '• • v 

CIVIL RIGHTS IK) DOMESTIC VI0U3CZ 

ft-, Frank C. Ccle*n of your mrloioo 2 ml m leoently edtieed * repreeentativ* 
•f this Bureau that In eeouring the data to oho# the Jurisdiction of the national 

>.t c A n«i cr . So^rd ctst tbs gl tat Uog In %his ^jth regard to Hint A nd 

^\»antftrCreft ftoaa^’ijalaiK*^# DU note, 4ft laeaetigation eould bo Halted 
to aecuring the date tearing on Jurisdiction of Ktoe 1 fbr the year l e we rfl atoljr 
prlor to September. 1941* When eubject Klrtioff teok over the Mina, Mr. Coleaan 
alac indicated that it would only be ft* o* *00*7 ft •*•*** the data bearing on 4ft 
Jurisdiction of the Motional labor ftlatlona loan* aa to 4ft Panther Graft bW 
for the jeare 1441 and 1943, 

In view ef ft. Coleaao<e eenwnta, tfcle Bureau »e lavertlgetlon will ft 
Mnl«a« *rfr***d to fcft Dcolrarr hr yen. 
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memorandum FOB 1ft. 

SEt JOHN Labans, IT il 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC YIOUMCE 


T»dd. 


Hr. ToUon 
Mr. 1. A. 

Mr. Cl«ti_ 

Ut. Coffey. 

Mr. OUvIb. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Quinn Timm. 

Tilt. Room. 

Mr. Nm«» 


Nf«k«I«_ 
Rowe 
Traer _ 

Accra 

Ccrton 

Her bo 

Hendon 

Mmnford. 
8t«rk« 


orsndum to the 

hVkMT* 


Mitt Be»hm_ 

U 1 mm OtB^V 


Reference i* made to the Bureau** i 

a j m e Tki a d — . AVa rWo<*iuimi <tei m/1 — ~i fmmiVi ■ T* OO IQZ^ 

tnVlDftl VLT3.BXUU ui M* wue 

transmitting a chart entitled •Chronological Sequence of 

Significant Brents," which mas prepared concerning the aboee 
entitled case at the request of the Department in order that it might 
be used for graphic i Host ration before the grand Jury and the subse- 
quent trial Jury in this case. 

A duplicate copy of this chart, which is approximately 
3 O"x 40" in else, was constructed for the Springfield Qffioa. In 

- • _# AL.« A Wa4 AV.4 m aUa *■ I iCfSnl/4 rWif Krn f aIHmH ATV^ Gft tll f j IMft 

Y19I U1 UUQ IMtiV MUMM M1AO wmou. v w ’ - 

easily be mailed, it was given to 

for t he Springfi eld Office at JtJO p.m September *v, x943. 
Ag«ntHHI^B.8 assigned to this csss in the Springfield Office 
an d wl^^^wiKjureeu to attend a conference with the Department 
in this matter. 


This is submitted for record purposes. 
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BEt JOHN U IZWIS, IT 11 

CIVIL RIggTS AMD DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
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-Mr. To lion 
Mr. S. A. Twum. 

Mr. Clef* 

Mr. Coflny 

Mr. Gloria 

Mr. L*dd 

Mr. Klokol# 

Mr. Boten 


Amh 


c__ 


At the abova time Hr* Frank Coleman 
Division of the Department advised Supervisor 
that Hr* Too Clark, head of the Criminal Divle 


lion^ni^flWn ad- 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Quinn Timm 

Tile. Room 

Mr. Kiiii 

Mli> Bo*lun 

Mill Gnndy 


Careen 

Harto_ 

Hendon 

Mumford, 
Starke 


•el — A J 4 nJ 

TAflW 


tf~ Va. 11 « flarsUtM. 


Oitn, 

• yvutut 


f#i« 4 ko Tbffoif Ifd 
awe w» ot vaiAvou 


gF U J ma • wojJjr 

Worker*, Washington, D. C., that John L. Lewie and the UMF would 
definitely not give voluntary consent for the FBI to examine books 
and records of that organisation. 


O- ■ ^.A - 


i?3 


Mr* Colmnan stated that this left 


toeot with the 



latter circunwtanoe, Hr. Coleaan advised that there was a definite 
question aa to whether or not the Dlflf organisation, which was an asso- 
ciation rathsr than a corporation, had to oo^>ly with an order to produce 
ita records before the grand Jury* Hr. Coleman further stated, however, 
that the Department definitely was going to go ahead with the ease, 
presenting it to a grand Jury for ultimate prosecution; however, at 
the present time they are deciding Just how and when to proceed. 


Rm wfmfarj thst thfl Rnrm&n wMrtvil/j Km mHy^amrJ mm %f\ fnrtkmy 

action to be taken with regard to the accounting investigation in 
this matter. 
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Ajgr of KLSHOyy’S oontacts in Washington, D. C# or elswwhara, and that ho 
does not know on individual mood RAT SDJCJKD5CS# 


On S*pt«ai>er 14, 190, tbo following signed statewent, consisting of 
throe pages, «u obtained by the writer tram OSCAR S. SMITH, Director of 
Field Division, Rational Leber Relation# Board, Washington, D. C*, 
w me foraerly Field Sxawinsr, 13th Region, Chicago, Illinois i 


>1, Oscar S th, sake the following atatawsnt to Special Agon 

know to be of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
^Hbl^Eatewsttt is wade voluntarily without any premises or threats being 

wade to as* 

* 4 . Mr, jfedth, did Carl Klshoff eontaet you on er about Key 12, 1937 for 
an opinion as to whether or not the diesdesal of or the refusal to dismiss 
12 winers expelled tram the Progressive Mine Worker* of Awerlet on 
]fcy 11, 1937, was an unfair labor practise? 

•A* We* I did not cone to the Chicago office of the Board until shortly 
after the mldile of September 1927, If eny eontaet was wade with a repre- 
saotattva of the Board daring 1 My 1937* snah eontaet probably would 




■Washington, D* C* 

Sept. U, 1943 
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John J. Bertha, * 


ttio n la CLsaring, 


1» Borthw*st 
or the Bortinreatarn 


Steal and iron company Id starling, Illinois. In omrlj 1941/ X wdeivad a 
lot tor fro* bia advising that bo woo than living i« Peoria and wneaployed. 

I ho board nothing aoro fro* or about hla olnot than* 

■q. Qid Bay Edmondson, Valtor J* Jan**, or any other official of tha United 

XL no Workoro of America aver ohov you a petition or a group of application 

cards or membership cards which would p ur port to prove that the Ufcdtad MLne 

Workoro of America had a majority of tho alnoro sign ap la lfi.no B prior to 

that Union' a aigning a contract with Elshoff on August 18* 1937. or after 

that and prior to tha Rational Labor Relation* Board election on Docoabor 15, 1937? 

•4* Bo, I do, how* rar, recall something about tha existence of ouch a 
petition or authorisation. If thla was, however, prasantad to tha Board such 
prooantation probably was aada either to Bajoric or Bartha, aantionad above, 
or possibly to Jack G. Evans, at that tiaa an attorney in tha Chicago office 
and at present Regional Attorney for tha Board in lta St. Louis office# 

Svens prepared the Beard's original complaint case for trial and assisted 
Bajcrk in tha settlement of that case. 

•Q. Have you any information vhich would indioat* that Klshoff and 
Edmondson ware working together in eonneetlon with this latter or any 
occasion whan you may have bean contacted by both of these Individual*? 

■A, At no tiam was I over contacted by ELshoff and Edmunds on at the ease 
tiat, I was on various occasions, subsequent to the election In Dec s aber 
1937, contacted by John puncher and other representatives of the Progressive 
Miners. These men made various accusations of collusion between Edmondson 
and Elshoff. I have no specific lnforaatlon ae to their working together, 
however, except that 1 do recall that on one or more occasions when Elshoff 
happened to be Is Chicago, and either ease into sy office or called me on 
the phone, be indicated that he oould be reached while In Chicago at 
Sdmundsoa'e room in tha Murrieta Hotel. 

*Q# Save you any lnforaatlon oonoarning tha Sational Labor Relations Board 
election of December 15, 1937, after which tha United Mina Workers claimed 
a fraud in connection with the election? 

■A. I was present at the polling place throughout the entire period of this 
election* Field Bxanriner John J. Berthe was immediately in charge of the 
election and made the preliminary arrangements • I happened to be In 
Springfield at the sane time on other Board business and at Regicnal 
Director Bsjcrk's request I want over to the election to assist Bertha. 
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Tbe election ns held In the Armory. Shortly before the pttUs opened * 
representative of the United Mine Workers cams in and headed Bertha a 
letter or notice, indicating that the United mould not have observers 
present at the polls* The actual balloting eras quite uneventful* 

I eat at the checkers table with tbe observers and checked the eligibility 
of voters* Bertha nade a short talk to eaoh group of voters, impressing 
upon then the secrecy of the ballot, h a nd ed a ballot to each voter after 
his eligibility bad been cheeked and kept the ballot box under hie personal 
observation* About the only thing cut of the ordinary that I recall see an 
incident involving the bringing in of a crippled nan, sho was unable to 
«F&Xkj by £ couple or oth^r *. Tn |cm lay or anothif h# f|| DfOpMd 

up in a booth end actually permitted to vote* I do not recall the details 
of just hoe tbe secrecy of hie ballot sas preserved* Also on one or two 
occasions during the balloting, representatives of the Progressives ease to 
Bertha with email dodgers that were being passed out outside the Armory* 

Altbo (CSS) these dodgers bore tbe printed signatures of the Progressive Miners, 
The Progressive Union representative handing them to Bertha insisted that tbe 
Progressive had not printed them and were not distributing them, charging 
that this was being done by the United Mine Workers* 

•Q, Do you know whether or not any investigation was nade by the National 
labor Relations Board of tbe allegation of fraud in the election and what, 
if any, was the conclusion of the investigation? 

■A* Tea, an investigation was made* After the conclusion of the balloting 
tbe United Mine Workers filed with the Regional Director at feieago. 

Objections to the conduct of the ballot* These Objections were investi- 
gated by Mr. Bertha. I believe that Regional Director Bajark conducted 
a part of the investiyitieo personally* A Regional Director's Report on 
Objections was prepared by Bajork and served upon the parties* This 
report suamarlsed the results of the investigation and together with the 
objections became a part of the formal record in the National labor 
Relations Board ease known as the Matter of Mine B Coal Company and 
Progressive Miners of America* Local No* 54* Case No* ^-361, reported at 
4 N. L. R. B. 31£* Thereafter, on January 3, 1938, the Mat! coal labor Relations 
Board, after considering the objections and the investigation reported by 
jjj* j CTkj it« Csrtiftcitios c! 4n tMf MAI tnj 

specifically found that nothing in the conduct of tbe election prejudiced 
the felted and that the results of the balloting fairly represented the 
deeiree of the employees* I do not et this time recall the specific 
allegations made by the United in lte Objections except that I do remesber 
one of thorn nr (OSS) referred to the bet that the saloons in Springfield 
remained open throughout the period of balloting* It was claimed that a 
State law existed prohibiting the sale of intoxicants on election days and 
that, therefore, the saloons should have been closed while the Board's 
elaetion was being conducted. The original copies of the Objections and of the 
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Regional Direct or* ■ Report os Objections ore to bo found in the fowl 
fjT»s of the fetienal TaKs** Relations Board In Washington. end genuine 
signed copies of both of these documents may be found in the f creel files 
is the Chicago Regional Office of the Board* la addition, the Inf ©real 
files in the Chicago office should contain the detailed eaterlal obtained 
by Berthe and Bajork in their investigation, together with any affidavits, 
memoranda, exhibits, etc*, secured by then. 1 think that lane, who at that 
ties was attorney for the Progressive Miners of America, eras of sow sub- 
stantial value to Bertha in hie investigation of these objections ee a 
source of inf eras t ion in connection eith ewe of the issues raised* 

*Q* Have you any other info rattled relative to Ray Bdaundson, Walter 4* Janes, 
Carl Els h off, owner of Mine B, or any ether officials of the United Mine 
Workers that may be of assistance in this onset 

•A* I do not think of any at the nawnt* 

•Q* Ik* a*ith, returning to Question Ho. 2, did you ever see a group of 
application cards or membership cards which would purport to prove that the 
United Mine Workers of Aaerioa had a majority of the winers signed up in 
Mine B prior to that Onion’ s signing e contract with Mr* Elshof f on August 
13, 1937? 

*A* I an a little uncertain as to just what I have eeen in this connection. 
When I first oane to the Chicago office in September 1937 I did wks a 
portion of the comerce investigation for the Board in the eeae then pending* 
At the tins I did this I vent through the entire file and discussed the 

aces wjH +_h Gil A or*lr - Itv i> thwf |t th|t tin T Aid Mf 

either sow authorisation cards or a petition, I believe the latter, but 
I am uncertain ee to whether this petition was one designating membership 
in the United Mine Workers or whether it was one for the Progressive Mine 
Workers* 1 do not at the moment recall anything specific ee to the date 
of the petition* I suggest that Ifr* Bajoxfc or Mr* Bertha would be in • 
much better position to supply definite information on this point then I am* 

•Q* Hava you any additional information con earning the Progressives that 
might be of assistance in this pass? 

■A* 1 do not think of anything except the mention I have already made of 
gene, the attorney far the Progressives, as having been of soma assistance 
to the Board in its investigation* It may also be somewhat pertinent that 
John fSncher, at that time vies president of the Progressives, and the men 
who represented them directly in the Board's cases, was one of the 20 sow 
men sentenced in the Springfield cases prosecuted by the Department of Justice 
acalnstthe Progressive Miners at about the same time as the oase (OSS) related 
to herein. In fact it is ay recollection that some of the other Progressives 
at Mine B were also involved in this same matter and were either actually in 
jail or out on bond at the time of the December election held by the Board* 
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la*. Spslth- 1 haliave you stated that all report* oortiliu tha 
Investigation aada by tha National Labor Relation* Board on tha allegation 
of fraud in tha election, and tha decisions and orders of tha Bat tonal 
Labor Relatione Board, Yol. 4 fron Boveaber 1 to february 1, 1938, ara is 
the Regional office of tha Board at Chicago, Xa that ocrrectT 

•1, Bound rclunes of tha Board f a decision* ara to ba found both in tha 
Washington office and In the Regional office at Chicago. Likewise copies 
of all foraal papers and tha f areal transcript in the ease upon which tha 
bearing was held are to ba found both in Chicago and in wfi mn gvCu, Tha 
informal file which contains tha confidential Material, correspondence 
and eiaceUaneoua exhibits that for eoea reason or other are not eada a 
part of tha foraal record ara ordinarily available only in the Regional office 

it tVa aAaani K/»a>rar all ftf m WifsH si i n NlOirt 1ft TUB H 1* ill 

JSV own aiiWK»HV| «vww * V« | V* — ■ w -w > - » -■ — 1 - — 111 — ■ 

tha Board** Washington office rather than Chicago, tech Material Mas 
sent to the Washington office by tha Region at wf request after a conference 
with a Ur, Colesnn, Attorney for tha Department of Justice, who wanted to 
oxudne the files here in Washington* 


(Signed) OSCAR S. SMITH 

Director of field Division 


o' (Signed] 

Special Agent 

federal Bureau of Investigation,* 


The original of the above ctateaent is attached to instant reports to 
the Springfield Division Office, and the signed copy thereof is attached 
to Bureau reports, and another signed copy is in instant ease file in the 
Washington field Office. 

JO Jtl 
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ENCLOSURES* TO THE BOREAg - (Ccsitin=sd) 

X signed copy of Steteaeut of OSCAR S* SCTB^ doted 
September 14, 1943, consisting of throe peg*** 


),ns> 



Origin*! signed ststeaent of OSCAR S. S1CTH, dated Sept saber, 14, 1943, 
consisting of three pages* 
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0t*t*a»nt of Mr, Otoar S* fimltii 
Director of Field Diriciaei 
National labor Bilatlon# Board 
Bafthiftftooj D* C» t foraarly 
Fla Id Ex&ainar, ljth BagioC| 
Chicago Offioa# 




I, Oac o r 5. Sal tb, take tb* following steteaant to Spooial Afoot 
mMMMHBHBahcn 1 knew to bo of tho Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
^HlWWfmoWs aede ♦oluntarily wltbmt eu7 praoime or tbmata being 

node to oo< 


•4, fe. flerith, did Carl Gshoff contact 700 on or about Iky V, 1937 for 
U opinion u to dottier or not the dinaioool of or tho xoAual to dim Ira 
12 niaoro spoiled firm tho Progress! v* Mtoe lorksr* «f Amriee on my 11, 
1937, «« on unfair labor Fraction? 


1. Ho. X did not com to tho Chicago offleo of tho hoard tmtil ohcrtly 
aftor tho aiddla of September 1937. If any contact *1 aado with a repre- 
sent* tivw of tho Board during Iky 1937, oooh contact jrohnb3y would have boon 
olth leonsrd C. flajork, Bog local Director, Or John J. Bortha, a Field 
gxaainor, Matork lo boo wllh-ltM-IlafclBg Corpor a tioo in Clearing, nU noio, 
•nd roaldooVMBBHI^^^^HHHHB 10 horthooat Chicago. 

Bortha loft s^TH^u^vS^B^E^^S^or tho Berttofostsm Stool 
and Iron Coepany in Burling, XUlnoia. In oarly 1941, X motived a Isttor 
free hia advising that bo ■< than living in Fooria and anoafOojnd. X 
have hoard nothing aoro froa or about hia alneo than. 


4. Did B«y Edaundsen, Valter J. Jams, or any othor official of tho Doited 
Mine terkara of Aaorlea ova r ah 00 you a petition ar a grtagj of applicative 
oarda or maherahip aarda ohich would purport to prove that tho United Kino 
lark ora of Amrloa had a aajorlty of tho Anort oign up in Kino B prior to 
that thien'o eignlog a eon tract with Klohoff on August IB, 1937, or after 
that and pier to the Batlcoal labor BoUti.cn* Board olsetion on Jkeoahor 
13, 1937? 


A. Bo. X do, however, mooli eoaethlng about tho oacioUnoo of nth o 
petition or authorleatlen. If thin wee, however, presented to the Board 
ouch preoentatlon probably was aado either to Bejosk or Bortha, motioned 
above, or poaalbly to Jack 0. tvona, at that tlm on attvnoy in tho 
Chicago offloo and at pmoont Regional attorney for the Board in its 
St. Louie offloo. Inns prepared the Board 1 * original c«*>lalttt/c**e 
for trial and aacletod Bojerk la tb* aottlomnt of that earn. 


4. Barn you informtioe which would Indicate that Ilahaff and 
kimndoco wore working together In eoonootioo with this aatter or any 
ooceelOQ Aon you aay have been contacted By both of tbooo Individual*? 

t 

A, At no tlm waa X ovwr contacted by Cshoff and Bd a unde cn at tho earn 
tlm. I me on various oooasions, subsequent to the oloctloo In Doookbor 
1937, contacted by John rancher and other roproeontatlvoa of the Frogrceeiv* 
Mino rs. Those m aado vwrlouo accusations of collusion between Bdnundoon 
end E ah off. X bare no specific lnforaation aa to their working together, 
however, except that X do recall that on on* or mrw occasion s whan Slshoff 
happened to bo In Chloago, and either earn into my offloo or called m on 
the phone, ha indicated that ho could b* reached while In Chicago at 
fctaindecn'a rooa In tho Morrison Hotel. 

¥ ¥ ~ % ^ ' /f'G 

wclosurx 


CFO 





4* Have you any Inf ©motion coocernii^ the National labor Relations Board 
election of Deoeaber 15# 1937, after which tho felted Hot lerkera claimed' 
a fraud In oonneotlon with tho election? 



A* 1 was present at tho polling plaoe throughout tho entire period of this 
election* field Ifcaainsr John J* Sort ha waa leaodiatoly la oharge of tho 
•lection and aado tho preliminary arrangements. I happened to bo la 
Springfield at the me* tine on other Board bud no at and at Regional 
Director Bo Jerk 1 o request I wont over to tho election to aetlet Bertha* 

The election woe held in the Armory* Shortly before the poll* opened a 
repreeentativw of the Halted Min* Bark or a gone la aad handed Bertha a . 
letter or octloe, indicating that tho felted would not haw observers 
preaant at the pel la* The actual balloting wo twite nmctfeli 
I oet at the checkers table with the obeervwzw and checked the eligibility 
of Totere. Berthe aodo a mort talk to ea ch grwiavaf voters, Impreeslag ^ 
upon them the secrecy of the ballot, handed a ballot to eeoh water after 
hie eligibility had bean checked aad kept tho ballot box wader hie personal 
observation* About the only thing out of the ordinary that Z recall wae aa 
incident involving the bringing la of a crippled aaa who wae waable to 
walk bf a couple of other doers* In sows way or another he was propped 
up in a booth aad actually permitted to rote* I do wot iwoall the details 
of Just boa the secrecy of bio ballot was preeerred. Also on one or two 
occasions during the balloting, representatives of the Fragressivsi treat to 


the 

Progressive had not printed them and mre not distributing then* char^iy 
that this was be leg done by the felted Mine Barkers* 

Q* Do you know whether or not any Investigation me wade by the Batieoal 
labor Relations Board of the allegation of fraud la the election and What, 
if any, ms the conclusion of the investigation? 


Berths with snail dodgers that were being passed out outside the Armory* 
s/** thee# dodgers bore the printed signatures of the Progressive Miners, 
0 The Pr eg restive Chico representative handing thee to Bertha insisted tt/t 




A* Tea, aa investigation ms node* After the conclusion of the balloting 
the Uhl ted Mine Barker* filed with the Ssgional Director at Chicago, 
Objections to the conduct of the ballot* These Objections were investi- 
gated by Mr* Bertha* X believe that kcglmal Director Bajork conducted 
a part of the investigation personally. A fegional Director 1 s Report on 
Objections was prepared by Bajork and served wpen the parties* This 
report sunerlaed the results of the investigation and together with the 
objections boots* a pert of the tonal record in the Batlonal labor 
Relations Board oast known as In the latter of Mias B Cool Company and 
Progressive Miners of Aasilca* local yc^ 54* Case Mo. R-361, reported at 
4 i.L.K.B, 31b, Thereafter, on January 3# 1936, the letional labor Relations 
Board, after coo side ring the object lens and the Investigation reported by 
Bajork, issued its Certification of Representatives In this oaee and 
specifically fomd that nothin In the eonduct of the election prejudiced 
the felted and that the re suite of the balloting fairly represented the 
desires of the e^loyeee* X do not at this time recall the specific 
./CLlegatlens mde/by the United In its ebjeetiooe except that X do remvber 
oe of theirfUrto the fact that the saloons In Springfield retrained open 
^ threughmt the period of baliotirg. Zt wea claimed that a State law 
existed prohibiting the male of Int cad-cants on electim days and that, 
therefore, the ealoona feould have been dosed mile the Board 1 # election 
ms being conducted* The original eoples of the Objections and of the 
Regional Director 1 ! Report on Objections are to be found In the fonasl 
files of the National labor Relations Board in Bsshlngton, and genuine 
signed copies of both of these documents my be found is the formal files 
in the Chicago Regional Office of the Board* In addition, the infernal 
files in the Chicago office should contain the detailed material obtained 
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bj Berth* and Bajork in their Investigation, together with ft &7 affidavits, 
secLorand*, exhibits, etc., secured by thaw* I think that Eaoe, vtoo at that 
tin «aa attorney for the Frqereasivt KLnert of igtrlot} wa* of Mao sub- 
stantial v*iu* to Bertha In hit investigation of thooo objections as ft 
souree of inf oration in connection with sol* of tho Issues raiaad* 

Q» Bov* you any other in fort* tier relative to Biy tdmndaoc, Utor J. Jams, 
Carl ELehoff, owner of Bint B, or any other official of the tbited tone 
Sorkert that eay be of e* *1 stance in tbit ease? 

A* 1 do act think ef any at the maewt# * 

4* Mr. 6*ith, re taming to tjueeticn Bo. 3, did yea ever eee ft groy «f 
application card* or membership oarda which would purport to prove that the 
United Vine lorkera of Amerioanhad a Mjorlty of the el pare signed to la 
Mb* I prior to that felon's eigniog a eontract with 1 t. Pihaff en Jfaguet 
IB, 1937? 

A* lui little uncertain ae to just what X have seen in thia connect! aru 
When I fir at earns to the Chicago office in September X917 X did wake a 
portion of the cometroe invest %atiaD far the Board lipase than pendiiv. rTO 
At the tine I did thia X went through the entire file aJid discussed the" ** * 

oaae with Bajcrk. My beat recollection la that at that time X did eee 
either some authorisation oarda or a petition, X believe the latter, bat 
X an uncertain aa to whether thia petition waa one designating Mfeerehlp 
In the Chi ted Vine Worker* or whether it waa one for the Progressive Mias 
Workers* X do Dot at the acmmnt recall anything specific a* to the date 
of the petition* X auggest that Mr* Bajork or Ik.' Bertha would he la a ‘ 
each better position to aupply definite infer** tine an thia point than X 
aa. 

Q- Have you a ny additional Information concerning the Frog ret alvei that 
■lvht be of assistance In thia wane? 

A. X do not think of anything except the mention X here already wade of 
lane, the attorney for the Progressives, aa having bean af acme aaalataooe 
to the Boerd in lta investigation. It way alao be eome^at pertinent Uat 
Bohn fancher, at that time vice provident of the Progressives, and the wan 

vgtA Mp^oanf fhH j . thO OftCC*, — — £ «y« Of thm mO 

men mn tanoad the Sprite fie Id cut! prosecuted by the Department of Juatloa 

^at about the a« tgjf AJ ih* Base Walnst the Pr^re salve Mioers^related to 
Exact It la ^'recollection that l&a of the bluei I'ltSVeaalvea 
at Bine B were alao Involved la thia ease matter and were actually In Jail 
or out en bond at the time of the December election held by thi Board* 

<*• Mr* Smith, X believe you ate ted that all report* covering the investigation 
wade by the latloaal labor Eolation* Board on the allegation of fraud In tha 
election, and tha deelalont and order* of the Motional labor Belatiooa Board, 
Tel. A from Movaaber 1 to February 1, 1936, are in the Regional office of the 
Board at Chicago. X* that correct? 

A* Bom! volume lit tha Beard's dec let on a are to be found both In the Washington 
office and In the Regional offloe at Chicago, Likewise copies of all formal 
paper* and the fomal tranaorlpt In the ease opoa which the hearing we* held 
are to be round both In Chicago and In Washington* Th* lnforsal file which 
contain* the confidential eat# rial, correspondence and wlsoeUansout exhibits 
that for iOos reason or other are opt wade a pari of the xonal record are 
ordinarily available only in the Regional offloe. At the wooant, however, all 
of thi* material in respect to Mine B la in the Board's Washington offloe 
rather than Chicago* Such material was went to tte "Washington office by the 
Begioc at ny request after a conference with a Usp CoTican, Attemer : for the 
Dapertncnt of Justice, who wanted tc examine tbft'ftl * hereJL* Wa*hii^tom ""*■ 
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describes SH incident 







REFERENCES; 


DETAILS: 


December 24th, three or lour years ago, when he 
iN went into conference rooms at the 

at which time a Negro bartender 

rooms said, "This was paid forj^^rtven 
wanted to pa? for drinks. 
gives substantieUj^th^s^^Sccowt 
identBHHHBHHHH|B a a 
excep^Lna^^^^^Bwa^mder the 
impression that it happened 

in EL5H0FF 1 a SRe^u^ould not 
said ELSHOFF was present, 
ce date of incident* 

-RUC~ 

Letter from Springfield Office to the Director and 

Pn + + .V^n. rVf O / l A /li^. 

* *WW vv M* £4* V* **^V* ^ *''■» / f ^ f T*' * 

Bureau file 44-^45. 


whether 


no 




writer* 

appeared cooperatj^^an^statec^hat he inror- 

matirn in addition to that previously g iven to S pe c i* 1 Agen^HHHHHBof the 
Pittsburg Office in September of 1939. he did hot. personally know 


■Abbto wd? Grl*vW 


Do not write in th ese 1 
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and had never heard of the names of RAYMOND EDWUNDSCN, CARL H , ELSHOFT , Iff ALTER 
J. JALES, or OSCAR FALCETTI. He said, however, that on either June 11th, 12th, 


\shing information. He had no knowledge as to whether or not these individuals 
eye still connected with the Mine Workers* 

m^Mwas asked to keep this office advised of his where- 
•..Hoi’ts in the event^^ubpoena should be issued to him on or before September 

30 , 1913 . 


vent into some conference rooms at the Hotel after the termination of a Joint 
conference between the coal operators and the officials of the United Mine 
Workers of America in the State of Illinois. This joint conference consisted 
of all officials of both the union and the operators in the State with the 
exc eption of those of the Jewel Mine in Dansville, Illin ois. He said that 
h c , RAYMOND EDMUNDSCN ancflHHHM|Mwere in the conference 

conference rooms conw^Kn^^Wafe bar with a Negro atten- 
dant. MHIHfettempted to pay for drinks when they were served but the atten- 
dant effect that thia was paid for and that his job was to serve 

the people there. 
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According to^m no mention was made as to who was 
paying for all this although it was presumed that probably the coal operators 
stood the expense inasmuch as this was customary upon the successful execution 
of a contract between the operators and the union officials* 



[stated that EISHOFF was not present with them 
in the conference rooms ahd _ 'that there was no indication that ELSHOFF or 
EDMUNDSON were paying far this entertainment. He made the statement that he 
knows of no relationship between officials of Mine "B" Coal Company and 
EDMUNDSON or any other IliWA official. It is his belief that, knowing the 
history of Mine M B" Coal Company since he resided in that area over a con- 
siderable period of years, that there probably was some connivance between 
EDMUNDSON and the UMF/A. 





ntement 


gave substant^^j^th^same account of the in- 
describedbyjHHHHHf except that he said 
;ion thatBBHHBwen^t^SBHoR' 1 s suite at the 
| which suite contain^^^^^Rate bar with a Negro attendant, 
one in the rooms, probably the Negro attendant, made the 
the effect that the drinks were_ a ll paid for and that he was there 


„ serve them. As 
not ELSHOFF was 
vat made as to who 



called; 
time and 


‘^l^aid 

flBHr 

apparently 


did not mention whether 
no mention whatsoever 


acvualiy 
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va 4 nrog 


TiAY 


EDMUNDSON a 


of America 

c c;.. lota d etaj 

Eisivi-’, 

and the Uni 
union funds 



far as 
present 

paid x Or 

added that AC1MWASGCW, formerly an Assistant 
presently working in the offiee of the United Steel 
at Springfield, Illinois, would be in s position to give 
regarding any financial transactions between EDMUNDSCN and 
“said that during the time that GLASGOW was with EDMUNDSON 
me Workers he di d not tru st EDMUNDSON* a deslings with the 
To substantiate thiJHI^Hkubcdtted to the agents a receipt 
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doted September 11, 1937, in^^^ount of $500 made out to JACK GLASGOf 
and signed by RAY znMTOSO^^BBfeaid that this receipt was demanded 
by GLASGOW from EDiGJNDSON in oide^t^rotect GLASGOW from any irregularities 
practiced by EDMUNDSON even in fun. This receipt read as follows: 

"Sent. 11. 1937 


"Rec'd of Jack Glasgow five Hundred 
(£500.00) dollars for administrative 
expense. 


RAY EDMUNDS®" 


TCLDSUKE TO SPRINGFIELD 

Receipt from RAY EDkTSOSON to JACK GLASGOW in the 
amount of &500 dated Sept, 11, 1937. 
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At this time SAC Hallford called from Springfield and 
stated that while he was talking to the Bureau on another natter 
he desired advice regarding the Lewis case in the following re 

(1) Hie copies of the reports for the Department which 
were being held by him per the request of Attorney 
Frank Coleman who is handling the case in the De- 
partment. The question Hallford had was Aether the 
reports should still be held or forwarded to the 
Bureau for transmittal to the Department. 

After checking withVH|^HHB who is supervising this case, for any 
late information, Ui^iSExrorcRas advised that the Bureau would instruct 
him relative to the matter after contacting the Department. 

(2) Mr* Hallford requested advice as to when SA ( A)^ 
would return to Springfield. 

m|H|B as you will recall, was brought here specially for a conference 
a^tn^Department regar ding addit ional accounting investigation. I ad- 
vised Mr. Hall ford thatRf^RHwas leaving either tonight or in the morn- 
ing. 
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while discussing tax* — , 

of the fact that no decision has been communicated to the Bureau regarding 
the grand Jury - that is, whether this case will actually be presented to . 
the present Federal Grand Jury sitting at Springfield, Illinois. SAC Hall- 
ford pointed out that he had a fraud case which it was suggested to the USA 
might be presented to the present grand Jiry prior to its probable dismissal 
on Friday of this week, namely, October 1. The USA told Hallford that the 
fraud case should be held up until three weeks from now when another grand 
wy would be sitting. Although there is no basis for it, SAC Hallford 
feels this might be pertinent in that a special grand Jury may be called in 
~ about three weeks to hear the Lewis case if it is not presented to^the 


present grand Jury. 
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HEi JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VXDLaiCB 
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Reference is made to my previous memoranda to you, 
particularly my waarvrandum dated September 18, 1943, eetting 
forth a resume of the investigation in the captioned ease to date 
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As you know, the Bureau is conducting an extensive investigation 
in this matter at the request of t&e Attorney General to determine if John 

♦ v ( - . ^ ftf Mini* lorV*r* of ImerlOA And C&rl 

Jj* MUU watui v VMS. W ~ — 71 ~ : f 

H^EshgXf - owner ort*Lne B Coal Company, Springfield, Illinois, conspired 
<£Hng the years 1937 to 1941 in violation of the Civil Rights Statutes to 
injure and oppress KLshoff'* employ*** In the free exercise of the rights 
secured to t^*** 1 * under Labor Relations Act* It Is alleged that 

Levis paidflHHHHHHBV KLshoff during tbs years 1937 to 1941 with 
the intentt^SSuS^Tshoi^^Tsposs unfair labor practices upon his em- 
ployees, who were at that time msabers of the rival union, thiiFrogreseive 
Mine fforksre of America. This memorandum is being submitted tw bring the 
witter up to date as to the number of interviews conducted and the informa- 
tion obtained. 

Investigation and Interviews with Miners 

To date the Springfield Office has submitted reports reflecting 
tfae interviews of approximately 362 individuals who ears employees of Stb- 
Ject ElshoJi' TSTIWI At IM Tlhe Mine B was "closed down. These individuals 
for tha most part did not participate actively in the labor difficulties as they 
related to negotiations and union organisational work, nor do they Include the 
14 alle ged spies and oar tain other officia l s connected with the unions and 
management. 

A review cf the reports reflecting the interviews and signed state- 
ments secured from these 362 miners indicates that approximately 213 gave 
information that could be considered very favo rable to ifo flnvarnaenhf case 
mrrrf « JMT 6* RftnAidi ' red Mta ntlal IB* wattar. It also appears 

thtt jarj i.y ol TbObIb mLl? llidi SLT 5 ® SOT* 

Progressive Mine lorkere Union than the HOT of Amerioa. It is anticipated j j 
rj.that the testimony of these individuals will be used at the trial of 
[this case to show that tte miners were aware of a deprivation of their 
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Ninety -on® of the 362 miners interviewed j^v# information that 
could b® considered of little value, being wague end hesitant in their 
comments. It should be noted that a number of these individuals mere un- 
able to apeak, read or write taglish and, therefore, possessed little in- 
formation of value to this investigation* Others indicated a desire to 
stay out of any controversy* 


veins. Many of thee# Individuals apparently actually had no information 
and others may have been purposely withholding information although they 
were not openly hostile to tbs Government's ease* Only tan of the 362 min ers 
were openly hostile and refused to give any information to Agents of tEST" 
Buresu that might be derogatory To John L. lewis and the UMT Onion* 


tinned above, stated tha t they had been conns sled not to talk to Federal Agent s* 

A In this regard, investigation disclosed that on September 6, 1943, 
Charles VBohann on, President of the UUV local, Springfield, Illinois, and one 
of the fourteen individuals alleged to be a spy for the Ulff in 1937, together 
with an attorney for the EMf Union, spoke at Mine B and advised the nine re 
that they did not have to give statements to federal Agents* These individuals 
also advised the miners that Federal Agents should be referred to the UMW's 
attorney at Springfield, Il li nois, for axy desired Information, the majority 
of the above mentioned miners had already been Interviewed on September 6, 

1943, and it does not appear that this activity greatly huqpered the investiga- 
tion of this case, although a faw miners undoubtedly withheld information of 
interest because of this activity on the part of Bohannon and the tBflT's attorney* 

Alleged Placement of 14 Spiee In the Progressive 


to prove that a number of Individuals were members of the UVJT at the sans time 
they held membership in the Progressive Mine Workers Union prior to Kay U, 1937* 
Investigation has also shown that subject Kish off refused to fire these indi- 
viduals although ha had a closed shop a g reem en t with the Progressive Mine 
Workers at the time* 

[ Mine A Transaction 

As you were advised at greater length In my memorandum dated Septenber 
IB, 1943, in this matter, the UM* talon advanced $60,000 to Elshoff in the fall 


Forty-nine of the 362 misers interviewed gave no information of 



Twenty-two miners who were employed at Mine B for the first time after 
the Mine opened on Bo vernier 6, 1939, were Interviewed tat little information 

wa* aVi4- *4 ««aj4 - — - j-Vimem 4 *%i44 vr4 *4iiaT ei • Wv—a wmv 4f. 4 M A tag 
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As you were advised at greater length in ay memorandua to you dated 
September 18, 1943, it appears that the investigation baa established evidence 


of 1941, with which ha purchased the assets of Mine A, which is adjaoant to 
and connected with Mine fi. Mine A was at that tins organised by the 
Progressive Mine workers Union and was so rwoognised bp the Rational Labor 
Eolations Board. The investigation to date appears to show that by clever 
propaganda Rlaboff and tbs TB0T sucoaaded in getting the wlaere at Mine A to 
dissolve the Progressive Union and affiliate with the IMT. 


Approodnetelp 240 Individuals who wwrw employed at Mine A at the 
tine of the change-over to the OMR Union wwrw interviewed bp the Spring* 
field Office. Approjrfnetelp 12? of these lndlvidnals gave information that 
night be considered of value to this ease and indicated that they favored 
the Progressive Mine Yorkers Tkd.cn. Moat of the Individuals interviewed 
stated that ths naor was circulated after EXsboff purchased Mina A that 
unless they Joined the Blffi ELshoff would not reopen Mine A and they would 
go through ths sane sort of thing that ths alnsrs experienced at Mina fi from 
1937 to 1941* The alnsrs stated that they switched over to ths T MR Union 
in order to save their jobs. 


Ths remaining individuals gave no inforaation or inf or action that 
was of little value; however, It was noted that only fifteen ware actually 
adverse to the Government's caae and stated they would refuse to cooperate 
^ with tto Agents of this Bureau in giving inforaation. 



Carl H. Elahoff by Lewis 



Miscellaneous interviews 


Many other interviews have been conducted in this caae resulting In 
much information that night be used as evidence bp the Oovejrnmsnt in this case. 
Of particular interest is inforaation furnished bp Mr. JotaJBsrtba, who was 
an official of the Rational Labor Relations Board who handled the details of 
ths elections conducted in Springfield, Illinois, to determine who would be 
the bargaining agent tor the Mine B Coal Oospaaj at Springfield, Illinois. 

As you know, an election was held by the RZ£B on Deoewber 15, 1937, and again 
in the latter part of 1940, at which time the TM emerged victorious . Hr. 
Bertha stated that upon arriving at Mina B in Springfield in the summer of 1937 
he immediately roe lived the situation was serious end needed quick handling 
on the part of Pedaral authorities. Be also advised that although he attempted 
to hold' speedy elections and have a bargaining agent designated immediately. 
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be obtained no cooperation fro* the *1£B in Washington, end it we hie 
opinion that through pressure applied by the Q Of in Washington* D« C., 
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the IIDT by allowing the situation to drag on until the Progressive Union 
Aitmld be starved out at Wins B. 


Ps* e*n i. ftiwinw 


Tbs majority of the investigation baa now been conducted in this 
ease. A nuosber of incidental leads renain to bs covared; /, 

exception of tbs accounting invest lotion to prove peywit^^^^^^^pH(H 
fro* subject Lewis to subject Ushoff, It Is believed that suTITCTl&l in- 
vestigation has been conducted for purposes of presenting the case to the 
grand Jury. Ae you know, the Department has recently indicated that it nay 
request the Bureau to reconduct the accounting investigation performed by hie 
Treasury Department originally. 


As you have been informed, John L. Levis and the Off tfcion have 
refused to give voluntary permission to allow agents of this Bureau to oat" 
books and records of that organisation. The Department has advised 
that prosecution will definitely be had in this case; however, at the present 
time it is deciding both bow and when to proceed* The Department, further 
advised that the Bureau will be advised as to any investigation desired with 
regard to the accounting phase* 


Xou will be promptly informed of all developments in this ease* 



jau*. ^ 


u S C, / 




JOHN EtjCAR HOOVER 
^MMCCtoA 
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9 eftrral Surrau of InowtiBatlon 
United States ®epartnt>nt of Justice 
fltasijtttgtMi, B- ®. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


BEt 


9 


JOHN L. LEWIS, et el 

CIVIL BIGBrS A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 



Pursuant to your request there ie attached a ■Morandun oon-Hr. N*««. 
earning the captioned natter setting forth a general review of the Ui>* Beahm, 
evidence developed te date, as well as a general appraisal of the 
captioned case* 
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Is you know, 16 Agents were assigned to this oase at ^ringfleld, Illinois, 
from August 23, through September 19, 19U3, and an extensive Investigation has been 
conducted in accordance with the request of the Attorney General. Approximately 
2,000 pages of reports have been received to date and 700 persons have 
viewed concerning the allegation that Lewis and certain other off ? ot thajUnlted 

Mine Workers of of^M-B, 

Springfield, Illinois during the years W1 UW iVU, with the intent to induce 


Elshoff to impose unfair labor p ractices upon his employees who w 

■ - ea> Vm.' aj* A iMkVi 


menders of the rival union, the*Progressive Mine Workers of America* 


For your assistance the attached 
following outlines 


torandum la set forth under the 




Evidence and Information Developed 
ty Investigattoi^^Date* 

A* Payment ^m||to Eldhoff 
by Lewis* 

Strategic Importance of Mine B . 
Placement of lU Spies in the Wf 
Union, by John L. Leeds. 

Befueal by ELahoff to Bargain with 
PMff Union and the Attempts to Open 

Using Only D1W Maaber»* 


B. 

C. 


D* 





X* Decline of PMW Bolen. 

F. Mine A Transaction* 

Q, Panther Creek Coal Mines 
Transaction* 

H. Miscellaneous Incidents* 

II* Appraisal of Cass* 

A* Favorable Aspects of Case. 

B* Aspects Possibly Unfavorable'*" 


y-CO;., t0 C ** e 
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COPIES r-Uisv -LVbr v 'Ff r . 

R/2 4 jfifj 10 t Although the majority of investigation Sks-bSen j completed in this natttP 
a number of incidental leads remain to b« covered, and the D*partmer^ h** stated that 
the Bureau will be advised in the nea^Utu^^^t^^thAi 
condac^Tthe^ accou nti^ lnvestigati n^H[MpMBH|[B 

f*- C6Lmsn of tha Crlarf rvil Depart^—- — r 

pleased with the results of the investigation toll this case and the expeditious 
manner in which the Bureau handled the matter* ta u flll be nroeeily advised 


lh3 
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1CTOKY 


the developments in this case* 
^ Bespectfolly, 
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October 5 , 1943 


KtJ JUHH L* IjSWiS, ET AL 

CIYH BIGHTS AND DOMESTIC TIOLEyOt 




wmwir* iim Tknarri pyi ^Tf\if ruyy?T /ifr fcl i WY TIRTRSTTfUTTOW TO 1JJLTK 

»TiUU1ua AUJU — - ■ ' 


A. Paywent’ 


ito Cerl H. ELehof f by Leals 




B* Strategic Importance of Mins B 

Witnesses are available who sill testify that in 1932 the TOUT Onion 
naa the only stator miners 1 anion in Illinois* In An gust, 1932, John L< lewis 
•ought to iaqpoae a reduction in waged on ths siners* * refarendua bsld 
on this question, and as the votes were being counted, it was apparent that 
the miners turned dowt the proposed reduction in wages* Prior to the completion 

,nl ~ i'S'J* 

C0HE3 rrSTROYED *? / JSSLOSS* 1 

fU2 *JAN 10 1362 
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©f the voting tolly, the ballot* were stolen, allegedly at the direction 
of Lewis, whereupon Lewie declared an emergency and signed a contract with 
tbs Coal Producers Association of Illinois, assenting to reduction in wages* 
The employees at many coal nines in Illinois, including Min* B at Spring- 
field, immediately revolted and formed tbs Progressive Mine Yorkers Onion* 

The investigation in thie case will show that Mine B la on* of the 
largest and moat strategically located nines which withdrew from the UMff 
in 1932 , end, moreover, was located at Springfield, Il l inois, which is Join 
X. Lewis ’ hone town. From 1932 to 1937, a battle for supremacy was waged 
between tfcm FMW end the Cliff. This Bureau conducted an investigation in the 
Illinois coal fields during 1936 sad 1937, and as a result forty-one persons 

4 ■£ J it* 1*4 4 . Swu ai T ew* 4-Vi* iv*+< Pa aL*+ n it I itf Sfuf 

iliUibWOU UUUOl Wff uo w wuw jMiVA^w e > *s, e WWW ***5 «vv ai s w 

conspiracy to obstruct the nails. The majority of these persons were mem- 
bers of the PUff Union. Six of the individuals convicted were employees at 
Mine B, Springfield, Illin ois* 

C. Placement of Fourteen Spies in the PMff Union by Subject Lewis 

Prior to the strike which closed Mine B on May 12, 1937, Mine B 
was a closed shop nine under FMW contract. Investigation to date has 
definitely proven that twelve Individuals were members of the BMW Union 
end at the same time held membership in the PMff Union prior to May 11, 1937. 
On this date, five of these individuals were expelled from the PUff Union 
by its members. The PMff Union demanded that Elshoff fire these five indi- 
viduals on May 12, 1937; however, he and the Superintendent of Mine B, Ceeer 
Falcettl, refused to comply with this demand, whereupon a general strike was 
called. 


Tn?§gti oaf.4nn hai (J»« XojH?d ’■itiiftSS** wHft 11 tha t pHn? 

to May 12, 1937, the twelve alleged apiea spread rumors among the employees 
at Mine B that the PMff Union was signing a contract with Elshoff without 
getting retroactive wages, which bad been promised to the miners* These 
allegations were false and were apparently circulated by the so-called 
•spies" In an effort to cause dissatisfaction* Several of the expelled eplee, 
upon interview, admitted belonging secretly to the UMff and attempting to 
organise for that Union while being members of tbs PMff Union. 


J3. Befusal by Elshoff to Bargain with tbs niff Uhion and Attempts to 
Open Mine B Using Only UMff &q>loyees 


Investigation to date has uncovered a great deal of evidence tend- 

A*. _U XV. _ -t- ml i* I A X a t X V AX. 
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PMff Union and he rather openly made known his preference for the UMff Uhion* 
Several individuals were interviewed who will be able to testily that Elshoff 
stated he would never sign a contract with the PMff Union. 


On July 29, 1937, a local unit of the UMff Uhion was chartered at 
Mine B by the national organisation. This group apparently consisted of 


